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the reduction would be made, and how long it 
would be before it was fully atiained? Did the 
power exist with the Executive to transfer men 
from company to company? Was there any pow- 
er by which the deficiency ef one company could 
be supplied irom anviher? He knew of none; and 
if such was the fact, (as h+ apprehended it was,) 
there would be many officers without msn to com- 
mand. 

He would not dwell further on this part of the 
subject, because there was another position which 
he tvok, and which he would press upon the serious 
consideration ef the House. It was proposed by 
this proviso to enact a law. Do you enact a 
law? No. He averred riot. You propose to 
repeal an existing law by a proviso. He denied 
the power of the House to repeal a law by means 
of a proviso to au appropriation bill. It might, 
by adding a condition to the application of an 
appropriation, suspend the operation of a law. 
Such would be the physical power of Congress; 
but a mere suipensiun of the law would be the 
only legal effect of such a proviso or condition. 
The appropriation bill read “Be it enacied, &c., 
that the following sums be, and the same are 
hereby appropriated; provided” so and so. The 
effect of the proviso would be te make the appro- 
priation conditionai. The House might make an 
appropriation on condition, or it might refuse to 
appropriate at all; ithad the physical power to 
refuse. But would it be creditabie legislation to 
do so? Any proviso, too, which might be attached, 
fell with the annual bill; and he ventured to assert 
that no court in the United States would decide to 
the contrary. Gentlemen would perceive that he 
here touched on the question whether the House 
had a right to withho!d appropriations to carry out 
existing laws? He denied the right of the House 
to do any such thing, and contended that the exist- 
ing laws of the land were as binding upon this 
House as they were upon intividuals. If they 
were not binding upon a number of Representa- 
tives, why on the people? Could gentlemen name 
an occasion for the exercise, after it was granted, 
of this extraordinary power to refuse appropriations 
to carry into effect existing Jaws? He (Mr. B.) 
held that the proviso or condition would expire 
with the bill; and that every officer and soldier not 
provided for in this bill, if he continued in service, 
would be entitled to receive pay hereafter. 

The next proviso was in relation to the 2d re- 
giment of dragoons. And whatdid it amount to? 
That no part of this appropriation should be applied 
towards their pay and subsistence. But the 2d 
regiment of dragoons existed by law; and this pro- 
viso would not aifect them after the operation of 
this bill was past. It was true, as was remarked 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Apams,] that the President had the power to di:- 
pense with the services of this regimeat at any 
time; and he hoped the power would be exercised, 
in case this proviso should be inserted in the 
bill. 

He referred to the comparison which gentlemen 
had made between ihe power of the Hovse to re- 
fase appropriations, and that of the House of 
Commons to refuse supplies to tie King; and con- 
tended that there wa: no analogy between the two 
cases. [» England, the constitution recognised 
this power as one to be exercised by the Commons 
in cises of emergency, and where the King was 
disposed to Carry on an expensive war. But were 
this House to undertake such a thiog, it wonld be 
assuming to itselt the power of dispensing wiih the 
laws of the land, which, by the Constitution, be- 
longed to the President, the Senate, and the House 
of Representatives jointly. 

He expressed his deep regret that, on this occa- 
sion, he could not voie with the venerable gentle- 
man who sat near him, [Mr. Apams,] whose lead 
he was generally proud to follow. But the argu- 
ments of that gentleman in favor of a reduction of 
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the army by means of a proviso to the bill, had 
failed to convince him. He objected to the mode 
in which it wassought to reduce the army, and 
though! the House had not sufficient information 
at this time to enable it to act wilh wisdom. He 
hoped the appropriations would be carried as re- 
ported from ihe Committee of Ways and Means, 
and then look to the intelligent Committee on 
Military Affairs for the proper reductions and re- 
forms. 


Mr. ANDREWS inquired whether the amend- 
ment submitied by the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. BarRNaRrD] was in order. 

The SPEAKER decided it was not. 

After some conversation between Messrs, 
MORE and BARNARD, 

Mr. W. COSY JOHNSON asked the gentleman 
from Pennsylvaaia [Mr. C.J. IncersuL] toaccept 
a modification of bis amendment, which he had 
prepared, and which would get his vote. It was, 
that the bill be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, with instructions to examine and re- 
port a bill making such changes in the present sys- 
tein, and introducing such a reorgauization of the 
army, as they might deem wise and consistent with 
a due regard to economy and efficiency. 

Mr. C J. INGERSOLL signified his ace*p!ance 
of the modification of his owa proposition. 

Mr. FILLMORE obtained the floor, and said he 
was pot opposed to a reduction of the army, but 
concurred in ihe opinions expressed by the gentle- 
man trom New Yortt (Mr. Barnarp] that it was 
improper to reduce it by an appropriation bill. He 
thought gen lemen must be satisfied that many oi 
the voles—taken amid the confusion of the House— 
were given withoui due deliberation. ‘The reason 
this bill was pressed forward at this time, before 
the revenue biil, was the exhausted condition of the 
department, and that our starviag army might be 
relieved. He hal this day been informed by an 
officer of biga charaeter that the Quartermas'er’s 
department was now indebted $200,000 for ad- 
vances made. 

Mr. GC. J. INGERSOLL inquired whether—if 
the appropriation bill passed, according to the 
Wishes wf the ceaileman—there would be any mo- 
ney in the Treasury to pay the army? 

Mr FILLMORE said he understood there was; 
but, atallevents, whether there was money in the 
Treasury er not, the Hou-c would have done its 
duty by passing the bill. 

Mr. MERI WETHER sai ! the House was ready 
to pass the bill at once. [A voice: That is only 
our own opinion 

Mr. FILLMORE manifested his willingness, if 
it should be the pleasu'e of the House, to forego de- 
bate, and yield the floor to any gentleman who would 
move the previous question. 

Mr. YORKE moved the previous question. 

Mr. GAMBLE asked whether the amendments 
offered in Committee of the Whole, and nezatived, 
could be offered to the House. 

The SPEAKER said no. 

Mr. W. C. JOUNSON asked if the effect of 
susiaiuing the previous question would net b= to 
cut eff the instrvetions, and bring the committee to 
a direct vote on the amendments of the Committee 
of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
C. Jonsson and McKennan,) and resulted—yeas 
&7, nays 77. 

So the previors question was sustained, 

On ordering the main question, Mr. ANDREWS 
ot Keninesy called for the yeas and nays; bat the 
call was net sustained by one-fifth of those present. 

The mia question was then ordered without a 
division 

Mr. GRANGER asked for a division of the 
question, se as te take in the first proviso of the 
amendmen’, as follows, which was agreed to : 

Provided, That the recruiting service shall cease until the 
number of non-commissioned officers and privatesin the vari- 
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ous Companies Of the several artillery and infantry regimen's 
shall be reduced by death, expiration of term of service, or 
other Causes, and such discharges as the President may, fromt 
time (o time, direct, fo the number fixed by the act entitled “An 
act to reduce and fix the miliary peace establishment of the 
United States, approved March 2d, 1821.” 


On taking this question, the vote was yeas 113, 
nays 84, as follows: 


YEAs—Messrs. Adams, Arrington, Atherton, Aycrigg, Bea- 
son, Bidlack, Black, Boardman, Boyd, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, 
Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
Calhoun, John Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clinton, Colquitt, 
Mark A Cooper. Cowen, Daniel, G. Davis, R. D. Davis, De- 
berry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Egbert, John G. Floyd, C. Ay 
Floyd, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gerry, Giddings, 
Gilmer, Goggin. Patrick G. Goode, Wm. O. Goode, Graham, 
Gustine, Gwin, Hall, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
ITouck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mathews, Mattocks, May- 
nard, Medill, Meriwether, Mitebell, Moore, Morgan, Newhard, 
Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Reed, Reding, 
Rencher, Reynolds, Riett, Rogers, W. Russell, J. M. Russel, 
Saunders, Shaw, Shep verd, Shields, Slade, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Mteenrod, Stratton, J. T. Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, John B. 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Warren, Watter- 
son, Weller, Westbrook, Christopher H. Williams, and Augus- 
tus Young—113. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Baker, Bax- 
nard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Botts, Bowne, Brewster, 
srockway, Bronson, Burnell, Wm. Butler, Chittenden, John 
©, lark, Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, James Cooper, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Dawson, Dean, John C. Edwards, 
Everett, Fertis, Fessenden, Fillmore, T. F. Foster, Granger, 
Habersham, Halsted, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. In- 
gersoll, J R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, James, 
William Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedys 
King, Lowell, MeKennan, Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, 
Maxwell, Miller, Morris, Morrow, Oliver, Osborne, Pendleton, 
Powell. Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Roosevelt, Saltonstall, Tru~ 
man Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Tolandy 
Tomlinson, ‘Vrumbull, Van Rensselaer, Ward, Washington, 
Joseph L. White. Thos. W. Williams, Jos. L. Williams, 
Wise, Yorke, and John Young—s4, 


On motion by Mr. GRANGER, the remaining 
portion of the amendment was divided so as to 


take the question on the second proviso, as fol- 
lows: 


And provided, further, That no part of this appropriation 
shall be applied, after the thirtieth day oi September next, to 
the payment of the regiment ef dragoons established and au- 
thorized by the actof 20th May, 1336. 

Mr. MOORE calicd for the yeas and nays on 
this question; which, being ordered, resulted in yeas 
97, nays 100, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Ay- 
crizg, Beeson, Black, Boardman, Boyd, Brockway, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, William Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, 
John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Mark A. Couper, Cowen, 
Daniel, Dean, Deberry, Doig, Eastman, Egbert, John G. Floyd, 
Charies A. Floyd, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gerry, Gog- 
gin, William O. Goode, Graham, Green, Gustine, Gwin, Hall, 
Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Lewis, Linn, Abraham McClellan, McKay, 
Mathews, Mattocks, Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Osborne, 
Owsley, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Read, 
Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Rogers, William Russell, 
James M. Russell, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Slade, 
Snyder, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Stratton, John T. Stuart, 
Summers, Sweney, John B. Yhompson, Turney, Underwood, 
Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, C. H. 
Williams, and Augustus Young—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Barnard, Bar- 
ton, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Botts, Bowne, Brewster, Briggs, 
Bronson, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Childs, Chittenden, 
Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, Clinton, Cranston, Cravens, Crosa, 
Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Doan, Everett, Ferris, 
Fessenden, Fi!'more, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gilmer, P. 
G. Goole, Granger, Habersham, Halsted, Harris, Hays, 
Holmes, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, William 
Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, 
Littlefield, Lowell, Rovert McClellan, McKennan, McKeon, 
Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Medill, 
Miller, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, 
Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander 
Randall, Reedolph, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Saitonstall, 
Truman Smith, Stokely, Sumter, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, 
Ward, Edward D. White. Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Wil- 
lame, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Yorke, and John Young 
—100. 

The question then came up on the third division 
of the first amendment, as follows: 

And previded, alse, That no noney appropriated in this bill, 
or hereafter appropriated.shall be applied to the payment ofan 
largersam of money lo the officers attached to the general staff, 
to wit. those in the Adjutant Genera’s Department. the In- 
spector General’s Department, the Quartermaster General’s 
Department, the Subsistence Department. the Purchasing De- 
partment, the Medical Department, the Pay Department. the 


corps of Engineers, the Topographical Kagineers, the Ord- 
nance Department, and the Miltary Academy, than the sume 
now paid to the officers of the same grade in the infanty andar- 
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tillery service whether the sime be lor their pay or 
meouts, OF any ther vict 


The yeas and nays having been ordered, the 
question was taken on this amendment, an{ resnui:- 
ed ina decision in the affirmative—yeas 110, nays 
83, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Adams, A Art Arr yn. Athey 
Aycrigg, Beeson, I i Lb <, Bova Boy x \ 
Brown, Charles Brow Jeremiah Brown, Burke, W ' 
Butler, Patrick ©, ¢ we Calh J Camybe Wi n 
B. Campbell, i a J. Carmybe Caruthers. Cary, Casey 
@hapman, ¢ ford, Mark A. Coo , Cowen, Dun Gari 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Easin J 
C. Edwards, Exbvert, Join G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, 1 
nance, A. Lawi l er, Gerry, Gidd Gilt G i 
Patrick G. Goode, Wiliam O. Goode, Graham, Gi Gw 
Hall, Harris, J Hast Hays, fl cou ifu 
flunter, James Irvin, Jack, Cave Jo a oe 1 W. J 
Keim, La Lewis, L Liitietic Abraham Mcé ,M 
Kay, McKeou, Alfred Wai ili, Mathio't, Ma W Ma 3, 
Ma rd, Medill, Meriwether, Mi , Mooi Ow y, Pa 
rid Payne, Pendleton, Picke Pope, Ka y, Read, i 
ing, Rencher, Reynolds, Rogers, Roosevelt, William Ru 
James M. Russe Saunders, Shaw, shepperd, Shields, 5; 
Blanly Steer 
Underwood, Warren, Weller, Westvrook. Ja 
Christopher H. Williams, and Augustus 

NAYS—Messers. Landafl 
ton, Birdseye, Bia 
Bronson, Chiacte en, Jolin 
Cranstou, Cravens, ; 
Fertis, Fessenden, Fillmere, Thomas F, Fo 
Granger, Gustiie, Habersham, Halsted, Holt 
Hudson, Tiunt, Charlies J. Ingersoll, Jose; 
James, William Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jone 
nedy, King, Lowell, Robert McClella McKe y t 
Mason, Maxwell, Mtiler, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Oliver, O 


rrod, Stratton, Sumn sw 





borne, Piumer, Powell, Besjamin Randall, Alexander Randa 
Rindolph, Rhett, Ridgway, Rigss, Rodney, Sal stall, Tru- 
man Smith, Stokely, John T. Stuart, Sumter, John B. Thor 
son, Tillingha Toland, Tomlinson, Trum Van Re 
laer, Wari, Washi yn, Edward D. White, Joseph L. Wh 


Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Willtams, Wise, Yorke, a 
John Yone 3 

The next amendment, providing that hereaficr 
no additional rations shall be allowed to the com- 
manding officers of separate posts, Was concurred 
in—yeas 105, nays 39, as follows: 


YEAS—Messts. Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Aycrigg, Be 
son, Bidlack, Black, Boardman, Boy Aaron V. Brown, M 
Brown, C. Brown, J. Brown, Burke, P. C. Caldwell, Calho 
William Bo Campbell, Thomas J. Ca t Caruthers, 
Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, M.A. per, Cowen, Da 
ic!, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Mastman, J.C. Ed 
wards, Egbert, Ferris, John G, Fioyd, Charles A. Floyd, For 
nance, A. L. Foster, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Win. O. 
Goode, Graham, Gustine, Gwin, Mairis, J i Hlastings, Hay 
Hopkios, Mouck, Houston, Howard, en Hunter, Jack, 
James, Cave Johnson, Johan W. Jones, Keim, Lewis qin te ld, 
Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Marchand, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattock Mayuard, Medi 
Meriwether, Mitchell, Newhard, Owsiey, Payne. Pick: 
Plumer, Pope, Ramsey, Read, Red Rencher, Reynolds 
Rogers, Ryosevelt, Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, shaw, 
Shepperd, Stields, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Stokely, Strat 
Sumter, Sweney, Joho B. Thom Underwood, Van Bur 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, W brook, Joseph L. White, 

imes W. Williams, Chri opner Hf. Williams, id Jus id 


Williams—105 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, Barnard, 


Barton, Blair, Bowne, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronso 
William Buder, Wiliam ©. Butler, John Cambell, Child 


Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. ¢ ve, Cl m, Cra : 
Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dea Lv 
erett, Fessenden, Fillmore, T. FP. Foster, Gamble, P. G. Goo 
Granger, Green, Ue rsham, Hall, tHaisted, Holmes, flowat 


i 

Hudson, Hunt, ©. J. Ingersoll, J. R. ingersoll, James Irv 

W. W. Irwin, W.C. Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John PP. Ke 

nedy, King, Lane, Linn, Lowell, J.8. Mason, Maxwell, Mille: 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Oliver, Osborne, Pend 
ton, Powell, Benjamin Randall, A. Randall, Rand 
way, Riggs, Rodney, Saltonstai, Truman Smith, su 
T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, R. W. Thompso 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Van Renssel 
Washington, Edw 
Yorke, and Augustus Young—>*). 


Mr. ANDREWS 


dered, and 


On taking the question, it was decided in the af- 


firmative—yeas 94, nays 89. 


The question then recurred on concurring in the 
2d divis icon of the Ist amendment; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 94, nays 83, as fol- 


lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landat? W. Andrews, Arnold, Ar 
rington, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beeson, Biack, Boyd, Milton Brow 
Burke, Wm. Buver, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, John Cam; 
, Wilham B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caru 


be 





Casey, Chapman, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Danie 


Garrett Davis, Dean, Deberry, Eastman, Egbert, Jolin G. F 
Charlies A. Fioyd, Fornance, A. L. Foster, Gerry, Giid 
Gumer, Gozgin, Wilham O, Goode, Graham, Gieen, Gwi 
Hall, Houston, Huberd, Hunter, Cave Johnson, John W. J 
Keim, Lawrence, Lewis, McK iy, Mathews, Mattocks, Maynar 
Meriwether, Mitchell, Morgan, Osborne, Owsley, Pa 


Payne, Pickens, Pope, Benj. Randall, Read, Reding, Renchier 


Reynolds, Rheu, Rogers, Wm. Russell, James M. Russel 


Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Slade, Spyder, Spngg, Stanly, 











ard D. White, Thomas W. Williams, Wise. 


of Kentucky moved the re- 
consideration of the vote, by which the 24 division 
of the lst amendment, cutting off the appropria- 
tion for the 24 regiment of dragoons, was rejected, 
and called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
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curred in. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and it was ordered to be read a third 
t me “now,” 

fhe bill was read a third time by its title; and 
on the question of its passage— 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved to commit the 
bill to the Committee on Military Affairs, with in- 
sirnections to report, at as early a day aspreacticab! 

a bill, so modified and improved, as to present such 
a military system as may be eonsistent with a due 
regard to efhcrenev and economy. 

After afew words of explanation from Mr. W. 
COST JOHNSON, and inreply by Mr. CAVE 
JOHNSON, the !atter gentleman moved ihe rre- 
rious ques! in 3 and the ayes and noes were ordered 
on the passage of the bill. 


ir. CUSHING asked to be excused frem voting 
\ 





NV 


on the passage of the bill. If he voted in the at- 
firmative, it mightimply an approval of this iil- 
division, cestrnctive of ih> military force of the 
country; and if he voted ia the negative, he might 


be construed as refusing any willlary apprepria- 
tion ang ay 

» House refuted to excuse Mr. Cusnine from 
vo cess yes 72, noes 81, 


The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and resulted—ayes 163, noes 22, as fol- 
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LOWE: 
YEAS.—M Ad \ W.A Ar 
A ‘ Ay B B i, 
B Blair, I B j B 
A ‘. B M I ‘ Je Brow B 
\\ I Willi oO. Bb G W. Ca Pa 
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Jamie ) SS Joh WW Jor t in John P. K 
Ki Lan Coane ( Lewis, I Litdefield, Low 
1 i icf il Rober sic vl Kay, McKer t 
McK M aid, Mattock Maxw Maynard, M 
M Mitch Moore, Morgan, Morrow, New 
0 ,0O i 0 y, Parmenter, Patridge, Pay: P 
P) P er, Pope, P > t i i 
Ra Alexa ta all, Rar ph. Rea R Resi 
rk vay, R W ain Ru |, James M.R 
per le. Truma i Spi Stanly, > rod, Stok 
s J I. Stuar sumi Sumter, J B.T 
R urd W. Thom , Toland, Trumb Tu v. 1 
\ W Wa Vi ersor, VA 
V watd D. White, Josepl L. WI rh W 
Wi ( isto; HW. Whiliams, J ph L. Wallian 
Wood, Yorke, Augustus Young, and Jo 1 163. 
NAYS Viess Ba . Bowne. Bre , Char Brown, 
( .f Cranston, Cross, Dawsou, Perris, Charles A. 
Floyd, Charles J. Ingersoll, Isaac D. Jones, Samson Mason 
Miller, Reynolds, Riggs, Roosevelt, Snyder, Taliaferro, Tillins- 
hast, and Ward—22 
Mr. C. BROWN in vo'ing against the bill, 


he voted against the military academy at 
Point. 


The guestioa recurring upon tle title, Mr. C. J. 
ING ER: OLL moved to amend it, and sart he did 
SO tor the purpose ot aying ¥ e int ‘ 
have sa hen the previous q was moved 
by the gentleman from Tenae [Mr.C Jonn- 


son.] He wished io have ihe bil reterred back to 
the commitiee, for the purpose of inquiring into the 
expediency of making certain changes in the mili- 
lary academy at West Point. He wished to pre- 
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believed that it was only 
ed by the most radical reforms and 
{ have the Military Com- 
mittee inqaire into the expediency of first depriving 
; secondly, of confining appoint- 
rom among them to the scientific 





to be pres 


the cadets of pa 
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portion the army cfficers; and, thirdly, of 

making itan indispensable requisite, before any 

one could monnt ag epauleitte upon his shoulder, 

hat hou'd serve twelve months ia the ranks, 
one in all the monarchies of Europe. 


Lliaving stau d what he desired, he withdrew his 
amendment to the title of the bill. 
Th SPEAKER Jasid tefore the House a num- 
ex cutive docu nents; which were ordered to 
be printed 
From tl Department, in answer to the 





resolution of the 20th ull., making inquiry con- 
cerbing the steamers on the Western waters. 

From the Navy Department, in answer to a re- 
solution of the 30h ult., inquiring for the orders 
recently issued in relation to the building and 
launching of ships. 

com the War Depariment, in relation to the 
appropriations needed by that department. 

From the Treasury department, communicating 
the names of the clerks employed in that Depart- 
ment in the vear sere 

The SPEAKER also presented a memorial from 
Amos iCendall, asking to be released from the pay- 
ment of a fine imposed on him in consequence of 
an act performed when ia the discharge of his offi- 
cial duties as Postmaster General of the United 
miates. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
lits reference to the Committee 


Mr. WISE move 
on the Judiciar 
me discussion ensued, in which Messrs. WISE, 
HOPKINS, BRIGGS, BARNARD, and STAN- 
a took part 
Mr. WISE’s motion was then adopted. 
Ts e SPEAKER also presented a statement from 
ptain A. Taleott, and asked its reference; and 
that it be printed. 

Objection having been made, before any ques- 


ul mn was taker 


a 
» 


ily 


e House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 

nrespay, June 8, 1842. 

O.. motin «of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate took up 
| to authorize the feerctary of War to ad- 

the claim of Benjamin Murphy, of the State 

Aikansas, for the value of eattle and hogs 

mn t Chervkee Indians in the year 1829. 








. 

The bill ripe been read the third time and 

pas ed { question beiag on the adoption of 

Vi aid the litle, as it stood, com- 

prised ile bill itself. He would, therefore, 

meve so to am nd it ¢s toread “A bill tor the re- 
> of Benjxmin Murphy.” 


Mr. WHITE said he had no objection to the 
amendment of the title, except that he preferred it 
as it stood, for iis antiquity. It was many years 
old. 


The question was put, and the title was amended. 


The aet 1o provide for the setilement of the 
cleim of the Siate of Maine for the services of her 
m a. having been returned from the House of 
Re native ‘ith an amerdnient, the amend- 


ment was read, and concurred in by the Senate. 
nof Mr. LiNN, the Senaie proceeded 
to the con«ideration of the general orders; when 
Tne bill for the relief of ‘Thomas Fillebrown, jr. 
came up ip its order. 
Mr. PHELPS said it was evident that this bill 


won!d Jead te debaie; and, on his motiou, it was 
l2id on the table, for tye purpose of taking up the 
f rei of Sil De an. 

The bill for the settlement of the accoants of 
Silas Dean was then taken vp, as in committee of 
tn *whno 

The « on pending, when the bill was last up, 





tion of Mr. Kine of Alabama to strike 


out so much of the bill as authorized the account- 
ing officers to seitle the accounts of Mr. Dean, 
and so to amend it as to authorize the Secretary of 
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the Treasury t to examine the accounts, ani report 
the result of the investigation to the next session of 
Congress. 

Mr. SEVIER said his friend from Alabama 
[Mr. Kina] asks Congress to co with this claim, at 
this session, What has been done heretofore. The 
subject was referred to the S-ere:a:y of the Treés- 
ury for investigation. The ciaim wat investigated. 
A report o{ the investigation was made to Cungre:s 
in 1838, and that report formed the basis of this 
bill. Mr. S. said this bill was laid on the table at 
his suggestion. His obj-ction to its passage, when 
it was Jast up, was, that he wanted to see the con- 
tract upon which the claim was founded. 

The contract was here read. It was a contract by 
Messis Dean and others with the secret commitiee 
of the continental Congress. Tre committee placed 
in the bands of Messrs. Dean and others, by au- 
thority of Congress, $200,000 continental money, to 
be laid out in the purchase of American produce; 
which was to be shipped to Europe by them, and 
to be laid out in the purchase of certain mercban- 
dise tor the use of the American army; for which 
services Congress were to pay five per cent. for all 
purchases, &c. 

Mr. CLAYTON explained the grounds on 
which the claim rested, and showed that it had 
been investigated by the accounting officer. He 
was opposed to iis being referred to the di part- 
ment again, for the mere purpose of investigation. 
If the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Alabama was rejected, he intended to propose an 
amendmont, to the effect, that in the revisien ot 
the claim by the accounting ofliceis, no further 
allowance should be made than was repcried fa- 
vorably on by the department heretofore; and that, 
should any error be fcund in the items hereto- 
fore allowed, such items should be disallowed. 
This, he thought, would sufficiently guard the in- 
terests of the Government. But if the matier was 
referred again to ihe department for investigation, 
and the same result was reporied to Congress, 
some astute Senator, who was opposed to all claims, 
would rise in kis place, and again wish the claim to 
take the same course. He hoped the amendment 
would not, therefore, prevail. 

Mr. KING said, if the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. Crayton] alluded to him as one who opposed 
all claims, he was entirely mistaken. If that Sen- 
ator, in bis allusions, attributed to him any dispo- 
silion to prevent the payment of just claims, he 
was mistaken totally. He (Mr. K.) felt that it 
was the duty of every Senator to scrutinize all 
claims, and particularly where there was the least 
doubt of the justness of them. All Senato:s had 
some experience as to the manner in which claims 
were gotup. They have found that claims without 
a shadow of foundation have parred through, with 
all their vigilance. For himself, whilst he would, 
without a moment’s hesitation, vote for any claim 
which he thought just, right, and proper, he would 
not shrink from his duty to the country to resist 
all claims on whic! there is any doubt of their cor- 
rectness, 

Mr. K. maintained that the Secretary of the 
Treasury had never investigated this claim. It 
was investigated by one of lus clerks. What he 
wished was, that the hea. of the department, him- 
self, should examine 1. ‘To ihe advocates of the 
bill he would say, that if they won'd consent to put 


a clause in the bill, to the eff that the claim 
should be settled accordin2 to the con'ract, (allow- 
ing 5 per cent. on the disbursements, and 5 per 
cent. on the sales of the produce --whick ‘vould 


make 10 per cen:. for al! transactions under the 
contract,) he would vo'e for the bill. It was bis 
purpose that it should go to the Secretary, for bim 
to examine whether the eon'ract had been complied 
with, and to report to Congress the result of bis 
examination. 

Mr. SMI¥ii oppos::) any reference « 
to the depariment, for tie mere purptse of exam- 
ination. He did not be seve any new fieht wou'd 
be thrown upon the claim by anotber investigation, 
or that the resuit of the former examination wouid 
be altered by it. He went into a history cf ii, 
maintaining that no claim could be more just 

Mr. CLAYTON said the Senator from Alabama 
proposed that the claim should be referred to the 


f the c iy) 





CONGRES SIONAL GLOBE. 


department, to be a Hested accor dine to the co 
tract. Mr. C. said he had as litt’e interest in the 
success of this claim zs the Senator trom Alabama; 
but it would doing injustices to the c aimaats to 
make tie Gaim one of contrect alone. If the 
Senator would Hevea e the case mere fuliv, it 
would be obvieus to him that the contract covers 
but a small part of the claim. Mr. C. entered into 
a history of it, and showed that the largest part of 
the claim was feunded on purchases made by 
Dean, a3 a political and commercial agent, of 
arms and munitions of war for 25 000 troops, by 
direction of the Government. ‘Therefore it would 
be unjust to confine the claim to the coutract, when 
it was evident that he had complied with the order 
for purchases, as Ccummercial agent, 

Mr. KING was opposed to giving the same per 
cent. on purchases for millions as he would for 
small purchases. For small purchases, five per 
cent. would be an equitable ailowance; but for par- 
chases of milliens, or more, it would be too great. 
He would be in favor of a reasonable compensa- 
tion for the purchaces made, independent of those 
under the contract; looking, at the same time, to 
the amount paid Mr. Dean as commercial agent, 
and also under the coniract. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Kine, and disagreed to by the following 
vole: yeas 17, nays 24. 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Calhoun, Crafts, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, McRoberts, Man- 


gum, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, and Young—17 

NAYS—Messrs. Aicher, Barrow, Bates. Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Linn, 
Miller, Phelps, * rier, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of Connecti- 
cut, Smith of Io Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White 


and Woodbridge —2 

Mr. CL AYTON then proposed bis amendmen|, 
restricting the amount to be allowed to the sum as- 
certained to be due ($57,000) by the accounting 
ofhcers in 1838, and providing that if, on the re-in- 
vestigation, aay errors should be found in the items 
allowed, those items should be disallowed. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. CAL- 
HOUN and SEVIER in opposition to,and Messrs. 
CLAYTON and PHELPS in favor of, the bill— 

On motion of Mr. WALKESR, it was laid on the 
table, for the purpose of proceeding to the special 
orders. 

THE ARMY BILL. 

The bill making appropriation for the support of 
the army for the year 1842, was taken up on a 
question of reference. 

Mr. EVANS said it was usual for the army ap- 

propriation bill to be referred to the Committee on 
Finance; but, on looking over this bill, he found it 
was something very different from what was usu- 
ally calied the army appropriation bill. It was 
much more a bill for the reorganization of the 
army. If it was in order, he would move to refer 
so much of it as makes appropriation for the sup- 
portof the army to the Committee on Finance; 
and so muci as relates to its reorganization to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. KING said the motion was not in order. A 
proposition to refer portions of the same bill to two 
distinct committees was one of an extraordinary 
character. Ee thought that, inasmuch as the bill 
related to the reurganization of the army, it should 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS admitted that his motion was an 
extraordinary cne; but it woeld be recollected by 
the Senator from Alabama that the bill was an ex 
traordinary one. ! 





{t purported to bea ot to make 
appropriations for the sere o¢ the army, and 
thereby to carry cutibe provisions of existing laws; 





rranize, remodel, and 


never cccurred 


but was, ia fect bill to reo 
reduce the army. Sech a ihing 
before, since the formation of tae Gover:ment. 
The practice of attem sing to ragnodel any branch of 
he public service in aa appropriation bill, was a 
dangerous proceeding, ught noi to be resort 
ed to. 

Phe CH.“ [{R decided that the reference proposed 
was not in order. 


4, } 
ana o 


Mr. PRESTON said it wasa seriously ©! jection: 
able course 'o undertake to organize the any ina 
general appropriation bill—esnecially at iis ses- 
sion, when they hid in other cases insisted that the 
appropriation b:lls should be confiaed to objec's 


under existing laws 


This system of lezis‘ation, 


| 








by modifying or repealing a whole system of laws, 

id adopting an entire new system by amendmenis 
(0 an ordinary appropriation bill, was dangerous 
in itse f. It was catting down an impertant branch 
of the pubiic service in too violent a manner, and 
al ao improper time, as he was seriously afraid, in 
in the present aspect of our foreign affairs. He 
maintained that the bill should go first to the Come 
mittee on Finance, and see what was necessary to 
be appropriated to carry out existing laws; and then 
to the Commitice on Military Affairs. If the poli- 
cy of the country was to reduce the army, he hoped 
it would be done in the ordinary and legitimate 
course of legislation. He hoped the bill would be 
referred to the Finance Co.uiittee. 

Mr. SEViER said, as the bill proposed to make 
a change in this branch of the service, he would 
move to refer it to the Committee on Millitary Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. PRESTON again protested against such 
reference, contending that it would be unprecedent- 
ed and novel. If it was necessary to reorganize 
the army, let a separate bill be introduced for that 
purpose. 

Mr. SEVIER said these were important regula- 
tions of the army. He cculd not say whether they 
were proper or not. He thought, however, that 
some reorganization of the army was called for. 
As for effeciing a change in any system, or cor- 
recting abuses by introducing separate bills, every 
Senator very well knew the difficulties attending it. 
If aredaction of the army, therefore, was to de 
pend on the action of Congress on a separate bill, 
it would never be effected. If the House, there- 
fore, wanted to make a reduction and retrench- 
ment in the army, it could only be done by append- 
ing an aniendment to the appropriation bill. 

Mr. BAYARD said the fiscal question in this 
bill was the primary question, and the reduction of 
the army was nicrely an incidental question; there- 
fore, if the primary question should be considered 
first, the bill ought to be referred to the Finance 
Committee. 

Mr. WOODBURY sai, without going into the 
consideration of the question of reducing the 
army, he would call the attention of the Senate to 
a single point. If the bill was referred to the Mil- 
itary Committee, that committee could report its 
views on the military point, aud then it would be 
in a proper state to go to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, for them to decide on the financial question. 
The proper reference he thought would be to the 
Military Committee first. 

Mr. ARCHER said the practice of making 
changes in any sysiem regulated by existing law, 
by appending amendments to appropriation bills, 
was unparliamentary, erroneous, and should not 
be permitted, 

Mr. SEVIER made some further remarks, show- 
ing the propriety of reducing the army, il a re- 
duction was necessary, by appending an amend- 
mentto the appropriation bill, making provision 
for the support of the army. He considered 1t as 
a mere question of how many men the Govern- 
ment would feed and clothe. If the number fed 
heretofore was 12,000 or 15,000, and it was not 
necessary to have more than 8,000 now, be main- 
tained that it was a perfectly legitimaie course of 
legisiation to make provision to feed and clothe 
that number only. 

Mr. BUCHANAN interposed objection to the 
latitude of di cussion On a mere question of refer- 
ence. Hie did not believe i was ‘n order; and 
hoped S_nators would permit the question to be 
taken, that the apportionment bill might be taken 
up and disposed of to-day. 

Mr. SEVjER withdrew his motion. 

Tae bill was then referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Oa motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the Senate 
proceeded to consider, as in committee of the 
whole, 

THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

The question pending was tre amendment intro- 
duced by Mr. Linn, 'o exempt the elections for the 
next Congress irora the operations of the second 
section, in the following words: 

“Provided, That the provisions of this law shall not affect 
thee ection uf membere to the twenty-eighth Congress.” 
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Mr. LINN said he had been unwillit 
evening that the question should be taken upon 
the amendment propcsed by him, until he had an 
opportunity of making a few remarks upon the 
subject. He (Mr. Linn) had made a proposition 
to cover ail those cases where the election 
take place before the Legislatures of the Stat 
could be called together, and have this bill sub- 
mitted to them for their consideration. The elec- 
tion in the State of Missouri would take place on 
the first Monday in August; and they had made 
provision that the election should be by general- 
ticket, as they had been accustomed to do for the 
last ten years. The passage of tins bill, therefore, 
without the modification which he had proposed, 
would unquestionably produce collisions between 
the people of the State of Missouri aud the 
ernment of the United States. And, alihough some 
of his hig friends in the might turn up 
their eyes in pious borror at the idea of collision 
taking place, ye: he (Mr. L..) was not the less con- 
vinced that collisions woutd take place; and he 
must be permitted to say that he was nota little 

urprised, alter the ten cent rebellion, and a!! the 
other extraordinary acts which had charac erizec 
the proceedings of the Whig party, that those gen- 
tlemen should express any asionishment or alarm. 
On the first Monday in August next, the election in 
Missouri would take place; and her Represeatatives 
would present themselves, at the commencement 
of the next Congress, with the cer ificates of 
their election; and the question would then come 
up, whether we would receive them or net. Why 
should they not, by the adoption of this amendment, 
obviate tae occurrence of any collision? 
he second section of the bill, in his opinion, 
had not been called for by aay human being in the 
United States of America, out of Congress. There 
had been no complaint regarding the system pur- 
sued under the old laws of electing by general 
ticket. Why, then, was that section inserted at 
this time? He apprehended it was chiefly for the 
purpose of producing political commotion through- 
out the country—such commotions as had, unforta- 
nately, agitated this country for many years. 
W nat good practical resuli could possibly be pro- 
duced by it?) It had been urged that there was an 
advaniage in having minorities protected. Bu 
gentlemen must recollect that in the New England 
States a majority of ail the votes was required to 
elect a member to Congress. If they wished them 
to establish a uniformity, it would be necessary to 
go into the whole system; whereas they had, in this 
bill, touched upon one point oniy—namely, the 
district system. They had not provided for the 
necessity of coercing the State Legislatures; they 
had not touched upon the subject of the purity of 
elections; they had made no provision for the hold- 
ing of the elections on the same day throughout the 
whole United States. 

The Senate knew very well that the wantof such 
a provision had rendered the elections of 1849 the 
most corrupt, perhaps, which ever tock place in any 
countiy. He (Mr. L.) was of the cpinion that 
compeiling the elections to be held on the same 
day would have the effect of cutliug up the tre- 

nendous influence which the large States were sup- 
posed toexert over the smail ones. A bill embra- 
cing all ihese points must be productive of infinite 
good, by destroying all influence of the larger 
States over the small. That an influence did ex- 
ist, there could be no doubt; and every day made 
more apparent the necessity of such an enactment 
as wouid embrace the whole election system. Ex- 
actly in proportion as the means and facilities of 
intercourse between different parts of the country 
was extended, the transfer of votes was facilitated. 
It seemed to him, therefore, the question assumed 
a political aspect—a party one. He would not dis- 
guise bis opinion upon this point; he believed it 
was a party question. He belieyed—and he chose 
to speak plainly—that the Whig party would de- 
rive a positive advantage from this particular 
clause of the bill. 

He was dispoved—as the people had nowhere 
moved in the matter—as they had net been called 
on to pass such a provision—to put off its opera- 
ion for two years, to place it beyond the possibili- 
ty of being suspected to have proceeded from party 
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iions by the gencral-ticket system ; he, therefore, 
meet this case, proposed to add to the amendment 


district system, and partly by the general-ticket sys- 
tem. 

Mr. BAYARD, to obviate any difficulty which 
might arise in such case as that supposed by the 
Senator from Mississippi, would modity his amend- 
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id that their successors might 
oa rluriy to act upon the subject. Hie ho pe 
enilemen would be willing 'o strip it of this impu 
tation. Would it not be :: betier that the 
ywhere, in their primary legislation, 
‘hould come to it leration? and that the y 
would express a wise and discreet Opinion upon it, 
he bad-no dovit. Why woald gentlemen press a 
measure which could have nv cther effect than to 
keep up po excitement in the country? 
There bad been convulsions enough. The mone- 
tary sysiem cf th= country had been convulsed to 
i 


finitely 


consi 


luce a| 


its centre. So it had been wih tne political world; 
and they were beginning Once more to siak down 
into a state of repose. They wou'd have an op- 


portunity, he carnesily hoped, to gather up the 
fragments of the past, and buil 
ior ihe future. 

Missouri wou'ld be ene cf the first States that 
would elect her Representatives, and send them 
here, in despite of the second section of this bil}. 
And what would be the result? Could anything 
but evil and violence be the result?) Why, then, 
put this bitter cup to the lips of any Siate in the 
Union? Why was it insisted upon? Was it for 
the remote contingency that the district system in 
the United States might, possibly, at some remote 
day, prove a benefit tothe weaker Siates?) The 
weaker Siates had demanded no such protection. 
Had Senators the power of prescience—of looking 


1a lasting structure 


forward into futurity? Of ali men on the face ot 
the earth, he thought his Whig friends should be 
the last to claim the power of prescience. Let the 
Representatives of Misscuri be excluded, because 


not elected under this law; and cz irry the same 
principle to the States of Maine, Georgia, and Mis- 
Si sat and what would be the condition of the 
country? Could any thing but convuision and 
re volutior 1 be the result? 

Whett er his amendment prevailed, or not, he did 
hope that an amendment, to exempt particular 


States from t! tion of the second section of 


ate tae ope: 


Lis bl, would be adopted, that those States right 
he prevent d trom coming in Collision with the 
General Government. He had purposely aveided 
saying anvihing on the constitgtionality of the 


question. The subject had been worn threadbare 
by men ef more ability than he laid ela: 


} ’ sorg ly . a sa 
sess; and the Senate was very closely div 


m to Pcs- 
ided upon 
ed to the party line 


it. They were, in fact, 
upon this subject. 

Mr. WALKER calied for ihe yeas and 
which were ordered. 

Mir. BAYA RD observed, as the obj clions 
mae sa the Senator from Missouri were not with- 
out their weight. it did seem aa some ibjustice 
might be done to States at present holding elec- 

cetsystem ; he, therefore, to 





a limitation, confiuing its effect to States holding 
clections in that way; and he therefore submitted 
W Dg proviso, {0 come in afier the amend- 
by the Senator fr 


the folio 
ment a im Missouri : 


uses in which, by ie exisiing laws of any Stat 


the cle 


“In 

€ ion ta hy reneral ticket. 

Mr. WALKER observed that this mo7ification 
would hrow oat Louisiana, in which the elee'lon:s— 
which will be the first held in the Union after i 
passage of the bill—are carried on partly 


a 
c 


by ine 


ment by an addition: “or in cases w coos elections 
shall take place within two mon‘hs from the pas- 
sage of this law.” 

Mr. CONRAD, believing he bad uvintentional!y 
led the Senator from Mississippi Losi Wacker] 
into error in that respect, in a conver 
him yesterday evening; and having since had an 
opportunity of being more c wraetiy: informed, 
wished io remark, that, a!thouch he had understood 
that, since his depariure from the S'ate of Loursi- 
ana, a bill had been paszed by the Legisiature of 
Louisiana, auihorizing the election of such addi- 
tional members by the general-ticket 
the State might be entitled to 
apportionment, he had 


sation with 


system as 
under the new 


since learned that the 


i} 
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bill did not pass the Senate. He believed, there- 
fore, ni ) disposition had been made for the election 
of additional should any be allowed the 
State by this apportionment bill. He might be 
inclined to accede to the mvoiion of the Senator 
from Missouri, did he not believe it would endan- 
ger ibe whele section in the other House; and for 
be wise to exercise the 


znother reasvn, that, if it 
| pr wer at all, itis as wise to do it now, as at any 





hore 
nembers, 


lulbre ime. 

Mr. KING observed that this was the first time 
he tad heard, as a reason for not supporting a 
proposition justin itself, that it may influence the 
If it was proper to be intluenced by 
‘ration, there conld be no occasion to 
ii now; because, if the House dif- 
ci from the Senate, the Senate can 
dment. A committee of confer- 
be appcinied, but the Senate can insist on 





iis amendment. He hoped and trusted, this mat- 

ter being thus obvious ly under the control of the 

Senate, that gentlemen would not be deterred 
i 


from doing their duty to those S'ates which demand 
Unis provision as a sirict act of justice. 

Mr. BAYARD would withdraw the addition he 
he hac consented to add to this proviso, exempting 
any States holding elections within two months. 

That wae mn ot his amendment being withdrawn, 

Mr. CONRAD observed that he was not aware 
he was infringtug on any parliamentary rule in 
aliading lo what ‘sight be the effect of this amend- 
menton another body. Nor was he yel aware 
that he had violated, to any great extent, any rule 
of propriety. He had merely considered it as his 
duly to express his ¢pinions on what he conceived 
atfected a very vaiuable principle. He considered 
this section of ive bill would effect an organic 
change in the mode of holding elections—a change 
of grea! imporiance and value. When the magni- 
tude of the measure is ccnsidered, and the risk that 
more time may be consumed in the other House 
by the discussion of amendments made in this 
House, he considered the occa:ion such as to ex- 


euse a Cepartere trom meic formalities, however 
venerabls in the eyes of sage Senators to whose ex- 
perience he accorded every respect. He would 

tt now have said a word in reply to the observa- 
tions made on his cepariure from parliamentary 


really maneenees this a legitimate 
the legitimate exercise of a sound dis- 


rule, had he not 
occasion for 
cretion 

Mr. BARROW remarked that, as he should 
vote against wat might be supposed to be the ap- 
parent interest of his State, it was incumbent on 
him to assign seme reason for the vote he should 
vive. She Legislature of Louisiana bad this sub- 
ject up last winter, and a bill did pass the lower 
House providing for the election, by general ticket, 
of additional members under this apportionment 
bill, It failed, however, in the Senate. But, now, 
what practical injury would be done to Louisiana 
by the rejecti on of this proviso? None, that he 
knew of; because, if a State law is necessary, it 
wiil be in time befor: December, 1843. - 

If this bill should pass, the course of the States 
would be a very piain one. The Governor of a 
Siate must issue his proclamation for the election 
of Representatives. The Governor of Louisiana 
has already issued his proclamation for the election 
of turee Representatives in Congress. the bill 
passes, giving iour Representatives to that State, he 
will recail his proclamation, and not appoint any 
election; because the State Legislature will meet 
next January, and can then make provision for the 
election of the four Representa'ives apportioned to 
the State. 

He consi¢ bill as a repeal of all State 
laws relating to the single point of the manner of 
holding elections; and there is no necessity for any 
Siate to elect Representatives eighteen months in 
advance of the Cungress in which toey are to sit. 
He should vote against the amendment, because 
Louisiaza would not be affected by the bill with- 
Out It. « 

Mr. ARCHER observed that there must be new 
Siate laws to authorize the new elections under the 
new apportionment bill; and he doubted, if this 
would not be iequired, even though no additional 
members were allowed toaSiac. It was there- 
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fore immaterial whether elections were coming on 
or not; or whether they were made by the old laws 
or not. They would have to be held according to 
this law. It appeared to him that the amendment 
of the Senator from Delaware ["1r. Bayarp] was 
a partial one, affecting only five or six Siates; and 
its partiali'y was a just objection to it. 

Mr. LINN observed that Missouri has already 
provided for arrangements by 'aw for the election 
of any number cf Representatives that may be ap- 
portioned to her. 

Mr. ARCHER contended that 
of distribution, ia consequence of 
this Jaw, must be adopted: the principle, he main- 
tained, was, that there must be new legislation in 
the States on every new apporiionment. He con- 
sidered electious held under proclamations and 
laws before the apportionments are made, must be 

void. 

Mr. WALKER observed, that the Senator from 
Virginia, and also the Senator —_ Louisiana, 
were mistaken. He asked the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, did he maintain that the act oan in Feb- 
ruary last by the Legislature of Mississippi, di- 
recling the Governor tu issue his proclamation for 
the election of Representatives in Congress, ac- 
cording to the provisions of this apportionment bill, 
must be null and void, because that law was passe 
ed a few months before the apportionment bill was 
passed, instead of being aiter 11 was passed? 

The next Lezislature of Mississippi wi!! not 
meet till January, 1844—a month atier the Repre- 
sentatives of that Siate ought to be in their places 
in Congress. It was clear, then, that great injust- 
ice would be done to that Sta‘e, ia compeliing it to 
convene an extra session of the Legisiature. 

Mr. ARCHER thought that if States were guil- 
ty of the extraordinary act of leg:slating for elee- 
tions in anticipation of the right to make the ar- 
rangement, they should not complain of the conse- 
quences of their own act. The inconvenience to 
one or two States, arising out of their own im- 
proper action, ought not to be sullicient reason for 
impeding a bill important to the 
Union. 

Mr. LINN said he was somewhat 
the Senator from Virginia, - ho, 
strict constructionist 
should entertain the 


new St le laws 
the passage of 





Whole of the 


surprised that 
he believed, wasa 
and sSiat e-riehts advoca e,) 
sentiments wee he had avow- 
ed. The Senator had talkel of legi-lation in ad- 
vance, by the State Legisiatures, as a thing of a 
most extraordinary character; and even used the 

word guil y—zuilly of extraordinary legis! ion. 
He (Mr. Linn) would retort upon the honorable 
Senator, and say the majority here were about to 
be guilty of passing an extraordinary ac’. 

You have now,(said Mr. Linn,) for th? first time, 
from considerations no, | will net permit my- 
self to say what [ was about to say; but I will say 
this: it isa most extraordinary proceeding that this 
Congress should attempt to oa up, by an unheard- 
of and unprecedented act of legisiation, 
toral divisions of every S at 
oui having a ciagle petition 
requiring or praying joc such an acti; without hav- 
ing any complaints made as to - oper: 





the elec- 
>in this Union, wi h- 
presente ad to Coneress 





tion of the 









system now pursued by the several States And 
“the whole argument of the honcrable pator 
that it is necessary we should nrevent the lare 





States from overwheiming the smailer, as with s 
avalanche. But has the gentleman shown an 
substantial ground of apprehension? Can he po: 
out any tangible evil that will be remedied by th 
bill? Is it not calculated for the rerao'e tutu: 
alone? Sir, the S:ates themselves will ialre care ¢ 


the future. The arguments advaneed by the Sen- 
ator—a sirict constructioni-t and Siate-r'ehts man 
2s he is—ar2 to me most extraordinary. Cir, there 


has been already more disexssion than I de-ired 
but itis a subject which cannot be too much dis- 
cussed; and, from the fact of the inecnvenicacs 
which the operation of the second seciion of the 
bill is about to produce, (and it is pressed upon iny 
mind still more stronely by ihe Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, the Legis'ainre of which State is about 
to assembie,) I am disposed, late as it is, (and 
the majority here are alone in fault for not 
having brought it forward sooner.) that the ques- 
tion should be fought inch by inch. Tacy 





have possession of both Houses; and the ope- 
ration of this section, in my opinion, is intended 
to secure to themselves ae by a sort of 
legerdemain, though we are bound to presume that 
they proceed upon right motives. Whll gentlemen 
te!! me, and tell me frankly, what beneficial results 
are io accrue from the immediate operation cf this 
bill? If it had not a party aspect and a party 
bearing, why not postpone its operation for two 
years? Why not consent to strip it of the odious 
traits of character which it has in the eyes of the 
American people? Is it intended to be one of that 
series of acts which was commenced in the called 
sessiou? Called se-sions are likely to be the pre- 
vailing order of things. In the midst of negoti- 
ations with Great Brit lao Heaven only knows 
how those negotiations are gcing to end—we are 
very likely to have other called sessions; «nd not 
ouly called sessions of Congress, but repeated called 
sessions of the State Legislatures; and instead of 
economiz ng public expenses, we are approaching 
that state of extravagance and prodigality which has 
convulsed in turn the nations of the whole world. It 
is time for as to stop—to check our headlong career— 
and look to the future with an earnest endeavor fo: 
the amelioration cf our condition. Does my friend 
desire to throw obstacles in the way of our im- 
provement? Does he wish to impede the working 
of the complex machinery of this Government? 
Is he afraid to send the bill back to the House of 
Representatives—to that body which, coming fresh 
from the people, are best enabled to express the 
people’s wishes? Send the dill back, and let it be 
reviewed; and let us not Wiener or wantonly 
throw out, in advance, causes which may produce 
collision and difficulty between the States and the 
General Government I am quite willing to bear 
Whatever Odum may altach to me in conssqrence 
of the vote which I shail give open this qnestic n. 
Mr. BAYARD observed, that it appeared to him 
the §S from Virginia was opposed to the 
amendment which he had presen’ed, because 
form in its operaticn. There was 
he uniformity. Where does 
ity dor suen unl 
State with very 


Union, aud 


nator 
it was 
no ne- 
the Senatur 
ormity? 


lor iprr Yu ow 
jareze territory Wwe 


Suppose 
re added 


all its population confined to ten 


i uare: should that Srate ‘be compelled to di- 
vide itself into uniform districts? Where would be 
the necessity for having a district at cne quarter of 
it, with scarcely any population? The Senator 


was rigat in saying th 
presen 


t srates 
must ass 
conto 


which do elect at 
m5je their Pe islatures 
ormity with this new appor- 
Buia greater hardship falls upon 
ct by the general-iicket system; and 
it is, therefore, that this amendment proposes to 
give them more time for making the change which 
they aie called upon to make. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, in reference to the remarks 
of the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Ancner,] ex- 
plained that the action of the Legislature of Maine, 
in anicipation cf the passage of this apportion- 
ment bil!, was partly in consideration of the ex- 
pense of a ca led session, which should, if possible, 
be avoi' led; and parily under the consideration 
that, should an ex'ra session of Congress, in any 
event, be necessary before the next meeting of the 
Legisiature could have time to provide for the 
election of members of Congress, the State should 

ot be for months withoat its Representatives. 

Mr. ARCHER disclaimed any impetation on 
Maine for the law passed by that State in anticipa- 
tion of the apporticument. In reply to the Senator 
from Delaware, he would say that, whether it was 
uncorsiitutional ernet, toma ice parti al lee:slation— 
partial, because net uniform—it was eon a othe 
seneral principles of national legislation. Thinking 
this 1 most beneficial bill, he did not witht to sea 
the citizens of Missourt deprived of the benefit of 
it, even fortwe years. Ele asked the Senator from 
Mis-ovri what party object could be eifected by the 
adopticn of the district system instead of the gene- 
ral-'cket system? Was there not more of party 
motive ty be found in a system of combinaticn 
such as that admitted of by ihe general-iicket svs- 
teu? 7: ne Senator had asked, Why pass this Dill 
now? He would tell him: first, because the Whigs 
now have a majority in Congress, and have the 
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power to pass a most beneficial bill; and, next, be- 
cause the possibility is, thatif not now passed, it 
will not be passed; for the Whigs may not have 
the majority in Congress next time, but the gen- 
tleman and his friends may: and if they repeal it, 
be wished to see them take the responsibility of 
trampling down sach a beneficial law as this. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked would the State of 
New Hampshire, which has a general law for the 
election of her Representatives, be obliged to con- 
vene and pass a new law, if the State was en- 
tilled to the same number of members as she has 
al present? 

Mr. ARCHER replied, that he conceived every 
State would have to pass new Jaws in conformity 
with the provisions of this bill. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked the Senator again, if 
according to his assertion that the general-ticket 
system is adopted for the purpose of oppressing 
minorities, he maintained that New Hampshire 
had adopted the general-ticket system for the pur- 
pose of oppressing the minoiity in that State? 

Mr. ARCHER did not make the assertion with 
reference to motives, but to the effect. 

Mr. WOODBURY reviewed the arguments of 
the Senator from Virginia, in view of showing that 
they bore more forcibly against the principle of the 
second section of the bill, than in its favor. He 
read an amendment, which he would offer after 
that before the Senate was disposed of. 

Mr. FORTER was opposed to both amend- 
metits. 

Mr. LINN was in favor of his amendment be 
ing adopted in its original form, because i' em- 
braced the who!e of the States. 

‘Tre question was then taken on 
amendment to the amendment 
negative—yeas 19, nays 24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bagby, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Calhoun 
Crafts, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Henderson, King, McRoberts, 
Rives, Sevier, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and 
: NAYS- Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Conrad, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Lian, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Sitomons, Siaith 


of ! lana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge— 24, 


Vhe question now recurred ov Mr. Linn’s origi- 
nal amen iment, exempting . next ¢clections from 
ihe operation of the second section; and iesuled in 
the affirmative—yeas 23, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, 


Mr. Bayarp’s 
, and resulted in the 


Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 


Calhoun, Crafts, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hendetson, King, Linn, Me, 

Roberts, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox 

Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—23. 
NA\S—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Clayton, 


Conrad Evans, Girah 
Miller, Morehead, Po 


Sprague, 


‘m, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, 
er, Preston, Simmons, Smith of ludiana, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—22. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to reconsider the vote. 

Mr. BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays 
on that question. 

The vote on the reconsideration was then taken 
by yeas and nays as follows: Yeas 24, nays 22. 

YEAS— Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, C 
Conrad, Evans, Fulton, am, Huntington, 
Merrick, Miller, Mc rehe: ad 
Smith of 
bridge—24. 

NAYS —Messrs. Allen, 
an, Calhoun, 
McRotex 
Walker, 


layton, 
Kerr, Mangum 
, Porter, Presten, Sevier, =immons, 
Indiaua, Sprague, Talimadge, White, aid Wood- 


Ba sby, Benton, Berrien, Buchan 
Cc rafts, Cuthbert, Henderson, King, Linn, 
ts. Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 
So the yote was reconsidered. 
The question now recurre] on the 
amendment, and was again decid 


orivzinal 
ed ia the afiirma- 








tive—yeas 23, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bentor, Lerrien, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Crafts, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, K Linn, 
McRoberts, Rives, Smith of Connecticut. Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Waiker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wrigut, and Young 

NAYS— Messrs. Archer, a yw, Bates, Bavard, Clayton, 
Conrad, Evans, Graham, iluntingzton, Kerr. Mangam, Me 
rick, = er, Morehead, ae ‘ter, Preston, Simmons, Smith 
ot In na, Spracuec, Ta . White, and Woodbridar “2 


Mr , ALLEN moved to strike cui th 
the second section as amended. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demard- 
ed, and ordered; and resulted, yeas 21, nays 


whole of 


@ 





? 
as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Allen, Bugby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fuiton, King, Linn, McRoberts, es, 
Sevier, Smit of Connecticut, Sturgeon, ‘Vappan, \ r, 
Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21. 

NAYS —Mesars ‘Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Clayton 


a ran 
Conrad, Cra 


3, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, 
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Mangui, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Simmons, 
Bmith of Indiana, Sprague, Tailmadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge— 24, 

So the Sena'e refused to strike out the second 
section. 

Mr. TALLMADGE moved to adjourn. 

Mr. VUCHANAWN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulted in the negative— 
yeas 21, nays 24, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Batrow, Bates, Clayton, Conrad, 
Evans, Graham, Hunungton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil 


jer, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge —2! 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bayard, Beoton, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Crafis, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, 
King, Lion, McRoberts, Rives, ®mith of Connecticut, Stur 
eon Tap; an, Walker, W Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—24 


Mr. BERRIEN observed that the bill, as report- 
ed by the Judiciary Commitiee, had proposed a ra- 
tio of 50,000, and representation for fractions. 
He now submilticd amendments rendered neces- 
sary by the change made in the ratio. 

The amendments were to insert the apportion- 
ment of cach State, respectively, to which it 
entitled by the ratio of 70,680, in lieu of those 
adapted to a ratio of 50,000, as follows: Maine 
7; New Hampshire 4; Massachusetts 10; Connec- 
ticut 4; Vermont 4; New York 34; New Jersey 5; 
Pennsylvania 24; Delaware 1; Maryland 6; Vir- 
ginia 15; North Car. Jina 9; South Carolina 7; 
Georgia 8; Alabama 7; Louisiana 4; Mississippi 
4; Tennessee 11; Kentucky 10; Onio 21; Indiana 
10; Ulinois 7; Missouri 5; Arkansas 1; M:chigan 3. 
* fhe amendments were adopted. 

Mr. MERRICK moved an adjournment. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays on 
the question of adjournmen!; which were ordered, 
and resulted in the atfirmative—yeas 24, nays 22, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Megars. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafis, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Rives, 


Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young —22 


And then the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, June 8, 1842. 

Mr. CHAS. BROWN presented the petition of 
Joseph Repka, and one hundred and ninety others, 
residents in and near the borough of Manayunk, in 
the county of Philadelphia, praying Congress to 
pass such a tariff as will raise the necessary funds 
to meet the wants of the Government, and protect 
the industry of the citizens of the United Siates 
against foreign skill and capital. 


Mr. PARMENTER presented the remonstrance 
of John Harris, and 171 other citizens of Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, against the reduction of the 
navy appropriation: referred. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he gave notice yesterday 
that he should this morning move to take up the 
bill which he yesterday reported, entitled “‘A bill to 
extend, for a limited period, the present laws for 
laying and collecting duties on imports; and he 
now moved to take it up, for it seemed indispensa- 
bly necessary that it shou'd be kaown whether it 
was to be passed. For the purpose indicated, he 
moved that the House do now resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole. 

The Sf EAKER intimated that there was a ques- 
tion pending at the acjournment yesterday, on the 
reference of a statement from Captain A. Talcott, 
which was entitled to the precedence. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggesied that that question 
might go over until to-morrow. 

Mr. BRIGGS was understood to eall for the 
regular morning business. 

Mr. HABERSHAM objected to the mo‘ion 
made by the chairman of the Commitee of Ways 
and Means, on the ground that the bill alluded to 
had only been this morning laid on their tables, 
and it was necessary that the members should 
have time to consider it. 

The SPEAKER intimated that one hour devoted 
to the morning business would give gentlemen an 
opportunity to examine the bill. 

’ < 








Mr. BRIGGS again called for the morning 
business. 

The SPEAKER announced the figst business in 
order to be the report of the chairman of the Judi- 
ciary Committee on the subject of the bankrupt 
law, on which the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
RoosevELT] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT was willing, to facilitate the 
public business, that this sabject should go over 
for the present. He suggested that it should lie 
over until this day fortnight; but, that no time 
might be occupied with it now, consented that it 
should go over until to-moriow; which was agreed 
to. 
The SPEAKER announced that the next ques- 
tion was on the report of the Committee on Manu- 
factures, who sought authority to employ acierk. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL replied that, in conse- 
quence of the delay which had occurred since the 
committee made that report, the members of the 
committee had done much of the business usually 
done by a clerk, and they had paid much out of 
their own pockets for clerk-hire. In this state of 
their business, he did not press the sabject; and it 
was laid on the table. 

The next subject was a resolution, reported some 
lime since from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
requesting the President to enter into negotiations 
with the British Government, for the purpose of 
establishing a permanent and equitable commercial! 
arrangement between the United States and the 
British American colonies. 

Mr. CUSHING said he intended to make a mo- 
tion which should, for the present, dispose of that 
question, and to place it in a form to be acted upon 
by the House, in a way more convenient to itself. 
This resolution calied upon the President of the 
United States to institute negotiations with Great 
Britain for a new arrangement of our commer- 
cial relations with the British colonies; but the 
Committee on Commerce had made a report, as 
well on that precise point as on our reciprocity re- 
lations with foreign couniries in general. 


Mr. FILLMORE interposed, and moved to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole from the bi! 
to extend, for a limited period, the present laws for 
laying and collecting duties on imports. 

Mr. PICKENS, after making some inquiry from 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, which was not distinctly heard, cbserved 
that the course suggested was, atleast, a singular 
mode of proceeding. 

Mr. BOWNE called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CUSHING said he could not yield the floor 
to have the morning hour consumed with yeas and 
nays. 


He then resumed the subject which he was ex- 
plaining when he was interrupted by Mr. Fitt- 
MORE; and he said it was a subject of deep interest 
to a large portion of the United States—to the 
shipping interest, he believed, it was of more im- 
portance than almost any other question; and to 
the people of the United Siates, in general, it was 
second only to the tariff question. His intention 
now was, to move to refer the resolution to the 
Committee of the Whole having in charge the bi'l 
reported from the Committee on Commerce, [by 
Mr. Kennepy,] to which he had before alluded, so 
that the committee could act on the entire subject 
at once; but as, after the lapse of so much time 
since the report was made, the subject had ap- 
parently passed from the minds of members, he 
begged to be indulged in a few remarks. 

He then entered into the subject generally. He 
said he would not undertake to say which was the 
most judicious course to pursue—that recommend- 
ed by the Committce on Commerce, or that by the 
Committee on Foreign Relations; but, by the adop- 
tion of the motion he now made, the commiitee 
would have both before it, and they could then de- 
termine between the allernative propesitions. 

He next entered into a long argument, to show 
that the existing arrangements between the two 
Governments had not been observed in good faith 
by the British Government ; that, instead of equal- 
ily, there was only the pretence of reciprocity; and 
that British vessels enjoyed advaniages which were 
denied to the vessels of the United States: and 


concluded with the motion which he had before spe- 
cified. 

Mr. PICKENS concurred with the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, that the operation of the ex- 
isting arrangements had been at the expense of 
American vessels, and to the advantage of British 
bottoms. Great Britain had, undoubtedly, got the 
advantage of us. But he did not rise to speak on 
that subject ; he merely rose to suggest that the 
mode now proposed was a new mode ef introdu- 
cing this subject to the Government of the United 
States. He always understood that it was the 
business of the President of the United States, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate; but, 
now, the gentleman proposed to make it a matter 
of acomplicated nature. He concurred with the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, that this was a 
subject next to the tariff, in,interest, to many 
persons in the United Siates; but, though he con- 
curred with him on that point, he disagreed with 
him as to the mode he proposed to pursue. The 
resolution of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Cusnine] proposet to request the President of 
the United States to open negotiations with the 
British Government; but it appeared to him (Mr. 
P.) that the gentleman should so have framed his 
resolution as to call upon the President for infor- 
mation; he shculd have inquired of the President 
whether negotiations were entered into, or were in- 
tended to be entered into; and the negotiations 
should have been left to the negotiating branch 
of the Government. 

Mr. CUSHING supgested that the whole mat- 
ter rested on an act of Congress. 

Mr. PICKENS resumed, and was understood 
to say that it was a question of treaty and arrange- 
ment, and of the construction of such arrange- 
menis in which the British had got the advantage 
of us. It would be found to be an agitating ques- 
tion; and he, for one, would rather submit it to the 
negotiating branch of the Governmen'; and when 
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Kennepy] 
brought up his bill, the whole subject would come 
before them; but, at present, they were treading 
upon ground which they were unfit to tread upon. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland concurred en- 
tirely in the motion made by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, to refer the whole subject to the 
Committee of the Whole having in charge the 
bill «hich had been alluded to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN expressed his surprise at the 
resolution introduced by the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. He was opposed to any negotiation of 
this matter, and, principally, upon the ground that 
it would be useless to atempt to setile it by nego- 
tiation. The gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Apams,] when Secretary of State and President 
of the Uni'ed Siates, had attempted that; but all 
his endeavors were fruitless. England would not 
yieid, for a moment, her assent to any proposition 
to settle the question in that way. She admitted 
the principle we contended for in her direct trade; 
but would not in the colonial trade, in which the 
cabinet council resolved it could not be entertained, 
even as the subject of negotiation between the 
two nations. She had laid down this rule in 1823, 
and again in 1825, when Mr. Gallatin attempted 
to open negotiations. Ia answer to him, she de- 
clared she would not negotiate, but would legis- 
late. He therefore thought it somewhat extraor- 
dinary that gentlemen should asl the United Siates 
to open negotiations on a subject upon which Eng- 
land had refused to act. Considering the injuries 
our commerce was daily experiencing, he thought 
we should proceed to legislate, and place our com- 
merce upon that footing of equality which it ought 
to have. 

After some further remarks from Mr..FE3- 
SENDEN, and a few words in reply from Mr. 
ADAMS, 

Mr. LOWELL of Maine obtained the floor, 
and would have addressed the House at this 
times, but for the expiration of the morning hour. 

Some conversation here ensued, in relation to 
the propriety of going into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; motions to that effect 
having been made by Messrs. SALTONSTALL 
and WALLACE. 

Mr. CUSHING claimed the floor upon the mo- 
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tion to print an extra number of the report from 
the commi:sioners appointed to investigate the af- 
fairs of the New York custom-house. 

Some objection having}been made, 

Mr. CUSHING contended that this w 
leged question; and 

The SPEAKER suggested the propriety of aet- 
ing upon the sabject at once, since the type of the 
report (some 1,000 or 1,200 pages) was now stand- 
ing, and that the (z.vernment wou'd thereby save 
a large sum by ordering the printing before it had 
been distributed 

Mr. CUSHING then commenced his 
with the acquiescence of the House. H 
was relnciant to pursue the course of 
which he felt bound to offer on this occasion, by 
a sense of duty to his constituents, who had been 
misrepresented and wrongfully accused in this re- 
port. More especially did he regret that he had 
to speak at this time, when the subject had Jost its 
freshness on the minds of the members. With the 
exception oi ine prefatory remarks, he shonld dis- 
cuss the matter of the report, and not tae manner 
of its initiation and introduction to tsis House. 
In reply to the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Woop,} who had chal'enged him for 
of any authority on the part of the Govern- 
ment to establish a semi-judicial process similar to 
this commission to investigate the New York cus- 
tum-house, he would produce a few instances. He 
referred to the case of John P. Van Ness and Amos 
Kendall, who were appointed by General Jackson 
to investigate the condition of the navy, and who 
made their report in March, 1833. They weie ap- 
pointed by the same authori y—th eir mode of a 
ceeding was the ssme—their organization the same 
—their testimony published in “the report, printed 
by the House, in a manner analogous to the 
case now before it. if gentlemen would ex- 
amine the letter authorizing this commission, 
they would find that the letter written by President 
Tyler was not so extracrdinary a production as 
they at first supposed. He then read a letter, 
signed by Messrs. Cass and Woodbury, in relation 
to the appoin'ment of Messrs. Van Ness and [Ken 
dall; and contended that the precise ground taken 
in it was covered by the instructions to Mr Poia- 
dexter. 

The gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Everetr] 
had called on him to show authority to justify the 
mode of proceeding adopted ix the present case by 
the Executive. His answer was to be found in the 
fact, that neither the former commissioners to whom 
he referred, (Mes-rs. Van Ness and Kendall.) nor 
Mr. Poindexier and his associates, claimed the 
power to sammon wiinesses and compel their at- 
tendance, or to administer oaths. ‘Chey did not 
claim so much power as that, or he would not 
underiake their defence. 

He referred to otner instances where commis- 
sioners had been appointed by the President fer 
particular purposes—the case of J. S. Skinner, ap- 

Ointed as an agent charged with the care of the 
British prisoners at the close of ihe late war; the 
cases of C. A. Rodney, Breckenridge, Graham, 
Bland, and Roberts. 

It was known to the House that various memo- 
rials had been sent in, making representations in 
relation to injustice alleged to be done ind:v.duals 
by the report of Messrs. Steuart and Keilv, Bradley 
aod Poindexter, and the large mass of cerrespond- 
ence accompanying the report made by the genile- 
man from Noita Carolina, [Mr. Sranty,] from 
the Committee on Pablic Expenditures. ‘l’o set- 
tle the point at issue would require a mioute and 
careful comparison of the reports, and an analysis 
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of their contents. Afier reading a passage from 
the memoranda of Mr. Steuart, he said two alierna- 


tives were presented to the view—whether the im- 
porters had defrauded the revenue, and deprived 
the manufactures of that protection to which they 
were entitled by law; or whether the manufaciurers 
had interfered in bDehaif of their own ir 
trary to the rights of the importers. The commis: 
sioners were called upon to decide between the 
competing interests of the imporiers a the manu- 
facturers. He then went on to show the difference 
between a commission like tae present and a grand 
jury; and referred to the practices under the civil 
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law to illustrate his position. A grand jury was 
sedentary, and dependent upon voluntary commu- 
nications to indict offenders. A commission lke 
this was itinerant, ex parfe, and did not conduct its 
proceedings as would be done before a jury, with 
counsel on both sides, and witnesses examined and 
cross-examined. The report made by the com- 
mission was not Judicial, except ia a portion of the 
inquiry, ¥ here it was engaged in an investigation 
of the conduct of the collector, who was allowed to 
be present. INot only were the commissioners not 
judges, but they were instituting an inguiry to accuse. 
What was the report of the commissioners? I 
was an accusatory document—an act of accusatina 
presented to the Executive. it was necessarily; im- 
perfect, incomplete, and, in many cases, erro- 
neous. The results arrived at b y such a commission 
must operate against many individual! In the 
case of the commission appointed to investigate the 
facts in relation to the public building=, we found 
their conclusions complained ef in the memorial cf 
Mr. Mills, the architect. Of the report made by 
the commissioners on the New York custom-house, 
numerous complaints had been made. He cited 
the memorial of Jesse Hoyt, late collector; of B. 
F. Butler, late attorney; of Watson and Cairns; 
of Waite, Ranstice, Belt, and Jones; all of whom 
had publicly complained of the conclusions arrived 
atin thereport. He cited these cases in illustra- 
tion of the character of the report. 

But the most serious question 
liscuss was, whether the alleg 
E ern manufacturers were suppor 
ornot. He shonld question the 


which he should 
itions against the 
1 by evidence 
1 couciusions ar- 
rived at in the report, and ireat itas le would the 
argument of any member upon the fluor, upon one 
sive Of a simular que 
the House and the ¢ 
erroneous. He 
that extensive 
ninistration o! 
tom house. He 
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nals, publishes 


tion, e:deavoring to convince 
untry that its posiiicons were 

began with the common remark 
frauds were perpeirated in the ad- 
the revenue at the New York cus- 

had in his possession public jour- 
years aco, Ciarging a corrupt Coie 
lusion on the part of officers in that cust 
with foreign importers. These 
bound to this country by no permanent tie—not 
subject to the influence of public opinion upon 
their conduc’, and liable to abscond at any neem, 
without prostrating any reputation they had ac- 
quired. 

The newspapers to which me referred he had ccl- 
lected some time ago; thus chowig thatthe con- 
viction was pretty genera! in the mind of the pub- 
lic that irauds were committed upon the revenue, 
Time passed on, until the truth of this impression 

f the public was attested by the decis- 


on the part < 
ions of the courts in the tria!s which took place in 
n, New York, Philadelphia, and Baliimore 
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importers were 
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The parties charged with frauds were found guilty, 
and stuod as convicted criminals on the records of 
the courts. He cited the cases of J. R. Wood, 
Taylor, Blackburn and Co., and others, whose 
guilt was established, not only in the district and 
circuit courts, but also in the Supreme Court of 
the United States. These men had fell and fair 
trials by juries of the country; and the judgments 
against them had the stamp and seal of verity from 
the highest tribunal in the nation. The question, 
then, that ihe foreiga importers of New York were 
engazed in a system of fraud, was clearly estab- 
lished. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said certain importers. 

Mr. CUSHING thanked him for the eorrec'ion 
He woult now refer to the legislative history of 
these frauds. Teir judicial investization was 
succeeded by memoriais to Congress, and to the 
Treasury Deparunent. A vast number of memo- 
rials came on here, complaining of the injustice 
committed tpon the revenue; and the conviction 
on the partof a large majority of the House of 
Representatives was so strong, that a bill was 
passed, without hesitation, to suppress these frauds. 
It wa Senate, and only failed to become 
a law, because the Senate appended to iia volu- 
minous bill, declaratory of what construction should 
be pat upon the actof 1832 That was the sole 
c2ure of its defeat. 

The report of the commissioners appointed to 
investigate the New York custom-house was an 
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elaborate advocacy of the there convicted crimi- 
nals, some of whom had actually absconded from 
the country. These men had been convicted by 
judicial and legislative proceedings, yet the country 
was called on to pronounce them innocent; and the 
judges, juries, legislators, and society, who had 
convicted them, conspirators. It was an extraor- 
dinary s'ate of facts; and iit would not, be thought, 
be strange if a criminal in the penitentiary were 
to charge the jury and judges who convicted him 
with conspiracy. The report was, also, an elabo- 
rate anti-tariff document. It plainly evinced the 
bias on the minds of the commissioners in favor of 
that side of the great question of the manner in 
which the revenue of the Government should be 
raised. 

He then went on to examine the evidences of 
the conspiracy ard combjnation in favor of their 
own interests, which had been charged upon the 
Eastern manufacturers. Why, he asked, should 
men who associated themselves together, be charged 
with conspiracy, and a design to resist the execu- 
tion of the revenue laws in New York? If it were 
true that these manufacturers had combined to- 
gether, he could prove that theirs was a legal com- 
bination, although the language of the report im- 
piied that it was criminal. The theory of our 
criminal jurisprudence was such, that a party age 
grieved had to institute a prosecution for redress 
himself. ‘There was no preventive police among 
us to guard against the violation of our laws; and 
the ordinary mode of attaining that object in this 
country was by comb nations. Suppose a fire oc- 
curred in the community: did not indivicuals fre- 
quently associate themselves together to prevent 
like occurrences? So in cases of theft, men often 
asociated together for the purpose of deteciing the 
guilty. So far from reprehending men for com- 
bining, he thovght it the only mode by which jus- 
tice could be fuily carried out. 

In addition to the charge of combining together 
for their own interest, he replied to other accusa- 
tions made against the Eastern manufacturers, and 
a whole class of men should be con- 
demned on account of the guilt of one or two indi- 
viduals?) He defended Mr. Lawrence froin the al- 
legations against him, in consequence of his having 
advised the collector.of New York in relation to a 
part of his duties. It was not improper for any 
individual, he thought, to give the collector advice 
on any subject he might think proper. The col- 
lector was not so far above every one else, as not 
to receive advice from any quarter whatever. He 
was surprised that the charge should have been 
made and did not see how Mr. Lawrence could be 
considered as having acted improperly. 

H- proceeded to notice the charges and imputa- 
tions made in the report against various other in- 
dividuals. From hearsay evidence, grave charges 
were made against the Eastern manufacturers. 
They were charged with the design of having an 
appraiser in the New York custom-house. This 
charze was founded only upon street talk, as ap- 
peared by the evidence of the mm two men who 
were concerned. 

Again: charges had been made in relation to the 
appointments in the custom-house. Because tariff 
men had signed recommendations of individuals, 
they were cha’ged with combining to defeat the 
execution of the law. As well might free-trade 
men be charged with a design to promote their 
views, when they signed like recommendations. 
He also referred to the charge that counsel had 
been employed to aid in the convictien of men who 
were ined for frauds upon the customs, ‘Th se 
who had rights, and felt themselves injured, were 
justified in using every endeavor io have their 
rizhts vindicated. It was not uncommon to em- 
ploy private counsel, even in cases of murder, to 
aid the public prosecutor. 

He imagined that gentlemen expected to receive 
ereat aid from this report in the coming discussion 
upon the tarmff question. He though', however, 
they would find themselves mistaken, when they 
examined the subject. The facts stated in the re- 
port would not be used as argumenis against a 
tariff; but, in view of the compromise (so called) 

1833, they proved that these frauds were the 
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jong as ad valorem duties on invoices existed, so 
Jung would the fraucs on the revenue continue. It 
‘was impossible to secure honest men as appraisers 
in all cases; and even when honest, they were lia- 
ble to beignorant of their duties. Tae duties, he 
though’, should be specific in substance, if not in 
dorm. He instanced a ship with a cargo of a 
hendred different articles from France—articles 
which might be easily got in at some small port of 
entry, where there were no competent appraisers. 
The system of specific duties, on the contrary, ad- 
mitted of no frauds, and was sure of attaining the 
objects of tariff laws—revenue to the Govern- 
ment, and protection to the American manufac- 
2 irer. 

After a few further remarks, Mr. C. 
seat. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD wished io make a brief re- 
ply to the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Cusnixe.] A great portion of the gentleman’s ar- 
gument he should of course not touch upon, be- 
cause it had nothing to do with the matters which he 
wished to bring to the consideration of the House. 
He should not, therefore, go into the argument 
whether Mr. Poindexter’s report had done injustice 
to any portion of the citizens of Massachusetts, 
nor should he attempt to contrast that report with 
the one of Messrs. Steuart and Kelly. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON here asked a question 
of Mr. UnpERwoop; but the reporter neither heard 
it nor the reply. 

Mr. ARNOLD understood that the gentleman 
from Kentucky had once already addressed the 
House on this question, and he therefore claimed 
the right to the floor. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied, that he had occu- 
pied the floor when the question was up for printing 
the reports and accompanying documents. The 
question how up was the amendment be had sub- 
mitted. 

The SPEAKER decided that, as the gentleman 
from Kentucky had already spoken on the subject, 
the gentleman from Tennessee was entitled to the 
floor if he persisted in claiming it. 

Mr. ARNOLD—after a few remarks, having 
reference to the inportance of the public business, 
which was suffering by the delays of the House, 
and deprecating the consumption of time ia the 
discussion of mere abstractions, when near the 
close of the session, wiih so many matters before 
the House of deep interest to the country yet un- 
touched—moved the previous question. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD appealed to the gentleman 
10 withdraw the call for the previous question, in 
order that he might make such explanation as he 
deemed necessary to a perfect understanding of his 
position in regard to this question. 

Mr. ARNOLD declining to withdraw, the call 
for the previous question was seconded by the 
House, and the main question ordered. 


The main question being firston Mr. Unper- 
woop’s amendment to the motion for the printing 
of the message and documents, as follows: 

“Bat in the printing of this message and documents, this 
House does notinterd to approve or sanction the institution of 
this commission; it being the opinion of this House that the 
President has no righttul authority to appoint or commission 
officers to investigate abuses, or to p cocure information on sub- 
jects to be acted upon by hin, and te compensate such officers 
at the public expense, without authoriiy given by Jaw.” 


Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted a modification 
which he wished to make to the amendment; but, 
it being objected to by several, it'was not received. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON asked a division of 
the amendment; which was ordered. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table: rejecied—yees 80, nays 99. 

The question was then taken on the first divi- 
sion of the amendment, as follows: 

“But in the printing of this message and documents, this 


House does not intend to approve or sanction the institution of 
this commission.” 


Which question was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 86, nays 83, as follows: 


YEass— Messrs. Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Aycrigg, Birds- 
eye, Botts, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs,Aaron V. Brown. Milton 
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Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, William Butler, William O 
Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Thomas. J 
Campbell, Caruthers, J. C. Clark, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark 
A. “_ Cravens, Daniel, G. Davis, Richard D. Davis, 

vig, Eastman, John C, Edwards, Egbert, Everett, 
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Filimore, J. G. Floyd, A. L. Foster, Green, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston. Howard, Hudson, Cave Johnson, Ieaac D. Jones, 
Keim. Lane, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, 
Mathews, Mattocks, Maynard, Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Pat- 
ridge, Payne, Pendleton, Pickens, Pope, Rayner, Reding, 
Rencher, Reynolds, Rogers, Roosevelt, James M. Russell, 
Shaw, Shields, Stanly, Steenrod, Summers, John B. Thomp- 
son, Underwood, Van Buren, Warren, Watterson, Joseph L. 
White, Christopher Hf. Williams—56. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sheriock J. Andrews, Baker, 
Bidlack, Black, Blair, Boardman, Bowne, Brockway, Bronson, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, John Campbell, William 
B. Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Childs, Chittenden, Staley N. 
Clarke, Colquitt, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, John Edwards, 
Fessenden, Fornance, Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Wil- 
liam) O. Goode, Granger, Halsted, Hays, Holmes, Hubard, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, James, 
William Cost Johnson, John P. Kennedy, McKennan, Maxwell, 
Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, 
Parmenter, Plumer, Powell, Benj. Randall, Alexander Randall, 
Randolph, Rhett, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Wm. Russell, Sal- 
stonstall, Saunders, Truman Smith, Snyder, Spricg, Stokely, 
Stratton, J. T. Stuart, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Tom- 
linson, Trumbull, Wallace, Westbrook, Edward D. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Wood, and Yorke—83. 

Mr. McKEON asked if it would be in order to 
move to lay the remaining portion of the amend- 
ment on the table. 

The SPEAKER said that question had already 
been decided by the House, and was not now in 
order. 

Mr. McKEON. I move to lay the second branch 
of the amendment on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move to lay the whole subject 
on the table; and that motion is certainly in order, 
for there has been action by the House since the 
motion to lay the subject on the table was decided. 
This House having undertaken to decide upon the 
constitutional powers of the President, it is time to 
get rid of the question. [Cries of ‘Order, order.’’} 
lask the gentleman from Kentucky to put his 
finger on that claure of the Constitution which 
sanctions his amendment, (Loud cries of “Oxder, 
order.’} 

The SPEAKER said that the motion to lay the 
whole subject on the table would now be in order; 
and the question having been put, it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 76, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Arrington, Atherton, Black, 
Blair, Boardman, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Brockway, Aaron 
V. Brown, Burke, Burnell, William O. Buder, Green W. Cald- 
well, Pairick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, John Campbell, Chapman, 
Chittenden, John C, Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, Clinton, 
Colquitt, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Doig, 
Eastman, John Edwards, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, Gerry, Granger, Habersham, Halsted, 
Harris, John Hastings, Hayes, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoil, William W. 
Irwin, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Littlefield, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert Meclellan, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Mar- 
shall, Mathews, Mattocks, Maxwell, Mitchell, Morris, Morrow, 
Oliver, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Ben- 
jamin Randall, Randolph, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Rodney, 
Roosevelt, Saltonstall, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Truman Smith, 
Snyder, Steenrod, Stratton, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Watterson, 
Weller, Edward D. White, Thos. W. Williams, Wood, Yorke, 
and John Young—9%6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Barton, Biclack, Birdseye, Botts, 
Briggs, Bronson, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Jeremiah 
Brown, Wm. Butler, William B, Campbell, Thomas J. Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Casey, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Garrett Davis, Dean, Fornance, A. Lawrence Foster, 
Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Goggin, Green, Howard, 
Iludson, James, Wm. C. Johnson, Isaac PD. Jones, Keim, John 
P. Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Linn, McKennan, Mathiot, Maynard, 
Medil!, Meriwether, Miller, Moore. Morgan, Newhard, Pen- 
dleton, Pope, Alexander Randall, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, 
Ridgway, Rogers, William Russell, James M. Russell, Sprigg, 
Stanly, ~tokely, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
John B. Thompson, Toland, Underwood, Van Buren, Wallace, 
Warren, Joseph L. White, and Christopher H. Williams—76. 


On motion by Mr. SALSTONSTALL, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. McKen- 
wan of Pennsylvania in the chair.) 

Mr. S. moved that the commitiee take up the 
tariff bill, (No. 312,) reported from the Committee 
on Manoufaciures. 

Mr. FILLMORE meved that the committee 
take up the bil (No. 472) to provide revenue 
from imports, and to change and modify existing 
laws imposing duties on imports, and for other 
purposes, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved that the committee 
take up the bill te allow further time for issuing 
military land warrants to soldiers of the late war 
with Great Britain. 

Mr. GAMBLE moved that the committee take 
up the bill from the Senate (No. 17) reported from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, for the payment 
of the claims of certain companies of Georgia 
militia. 








Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL. moved that the 
committee take up bill (No 99) to provide for cer. 
tain incidental and contingent expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year 1842; and 

Mr. GILMER moved that the committee take 
up the bill to regulate the mileage of members of 
Congress. 

The question was first taken by telieis, (Mesers. 
James of Pennsytvania and Foster of Georgia,) 
on the motion of Mr. SaLronstaLt, and decided 
in the negaltive—yeas 58, nays 91. 

So the committee refused to proceed to the con- 
sideration of the tariff bill of the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

The next question in order being on the motion 
of Mr. Fitumore— 

Mr. PICKENS inguired if it was in order to ask 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means a question. He wished to know if the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
intended to press the bill reported by him to final 
action, before acting on the bill reported by him 
yesterday, to continue the present tariff for a lim- 
ited time? 

{Cries of “Order! order !""} 

Messrs. Cameseit of Tennessee and Stratton 
were appointed tellers; who, on taking the ques- 
tion, reported ayes 91, noes 60. 

So the committee determined to proceed to the 
consideration of the bill reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means, to provide revenue from im- 
ports, and to change and modify existing laws im- 
posing duties on imports, and for other purposes ; 
and the Clerk proceeded to read it through. When 
he had finished reading the bill, 

Mr. MORGAN moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, however, obtained 
permission to move to lay aside that bill for to-day, 
tor the purpose ©: taking up a bill which he held 
in his hand, being the biil to provide for the contin- 
gencies which were stricken out of the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill. He said they could 
make some progress with it to-day, and it could be 
taken up at intervals, whenever the House should 
not be ready to consider the tariff bill. 

Mr. RHETT moved that the committee rise ; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. RAYNER then reported a bill, from the 
Committee on Commerce, to establish a port of en- 
try in South Carolina; which was read twice, and 
committed to the Committee of the Whele. 

A bill from the Senate, authorizing the register 
of a brig lying at the port cf New York, was 
read twice. 

The House then adjourned. 

The Speaker yesterday laid before the House 
a memorial of Amos Kendall, praying to be re- 
leased from a judgment obtained against him, in 
favor of Wm. B. Stokes, Lucius W. Stockton, and 
Daniel Moore, in consequence of otticial acts done 
by him while holding the office of Postmaster Gen- 
eral; and also to be refunded reasonable costs and 
charges incurred in defending the said suit; and 
compensation for the great loss of time and other 
inconveniences to which he had been subjected; 
which petition was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, June 9, 1842. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the S2n- 
ate a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senats of the 25th April last, calling on the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury for information whether 
any new books had been opened in that depart- 
ment since the 4th of March, 1840, and, if any, to 
what exten!; of the ameuntof expenditures since 
the 4th March, 1841, to 41h March, 1842; and of the 
amount of demands accruing {or the same periods. 
The communication of the Secretary dees not state 
that any new books have been opened since the 
periods mentioned in the resolution; and states that 
the accompanying statements of the auditors and 
comptrollers explain, in detail, the impossibility of 
showing with accuracy, at this time, the amounts of 
the expenditures, and the demands, within tue spe- 
eific periods mentioned in the resolution, 
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On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, ordered to 
lie on the table and be prinied. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, several weeks ago a bill from 
the House, for the relief of James Tonge, Jobn 
Scriviner, and the heirs of William Hodsen, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims, which commit- 
tee made an unfavorable report to its passage. Since 
that time, he had received irom the petitioners an 
additional mass of testimony in support of the 
claim; and, therefore, asked that the biil be recom- 
mitted to the same committee with the additional 
testimony; which mction was agreed to. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial signed 
by two hundred and fifty inhabitants of Mont- 
gomery county, Pennsylvania, complaining of the 
operations of the tariff law of 1832; and asking 
that, inthe new arrangement of the tariff, regard 
may be had to the protection of American industry: 
referred to the Commitice on Manufactures. 

Mr. S. also presented some additional testimony 
in support of theclaim of Mary Wolfe, which had 
been reported unfavorably upon; and which repor!, 
Mr. S. telieved, had been concurred in. These 
papers were ordered to be filed wita the other docu- 
ments relating to the claim. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the memorial of 
Farrow and Harris was taken from the table, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial froma public 
meeting, held in the city of Philadelphia, remonstrat- 
ing against the proposed reduction in the appropria- 
tions (o the navy; which was ordered to lie on the 
table, where the bill to which it had reference now 
lies. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a similar memo- 
rial from the cities of New York and Brooklyn; 
which was disposed of in lke manner. 

Mr. T. also presented a petition of Eph- 
raim Whiitaker, an officer of the army of the 
Revolution, praying to be paid the amount of in- 
terest on his commutation pay: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial from a 
Jarge number of citizens of Hlinois, remonstrating 
against any alteration of the mail-rou'e from Os- 
wego to some point in La Salle county; which w 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill to regu- 
late the appointment and pay of the engineers in 
the navy of the Uniled States, reporte) the same 
back, with several amendments; which were read, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK, frem the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re- 
ferred several memorials in relation to the reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage, and to restricting the 
franking privilege, reported a bill to redv-e and 
equalize the rates of postage, andto regulate the 
franking privilege, and for other purposes ; which 
was read, aid ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. SMITH, from the Committee oa Public 
Lands, reported back, with an amendment, the bill 


grantiig to the county of Johnson, in the Territory 
of Iowa, the right of pre-emption to atract of land 
for a seat of justice for said county, and repealing 
the second section of an act approved the 31 day 
of March, 1839, eniit!ed “An act making a dona- 
tion of land to the Territory of Iowa, for the pur- 
pose of erectiry public buildings thereon.” Mr. 8 
‘said the amendment merely excluded the right of 
pre-emption to the reserved sections adjvining Jo- 
wa cily, when they shall be offered at public sale 
With this 2»endment, the committee recommend- 
ed th passage of the bi!!. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, 
Public Lands was discharged from the considera- 
tion of the joint resolution of the Legislature of 
lowa, asking these iands as a donaiion to that Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr. BAGBY from the Commitiee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, made an adverse report on 
the petition of R. L. Morris, praying the aid of 
Government in the construction of a steamboat to 
carry the mail; which was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. B., from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bill for the relief of Benjamin F. 


the Committee on 
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!| Hard, re ported the s same back without amendment, 

i! and recommended its pasvage. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred House bill for the re- 
lief of J. P. Converse and Henry J. Rees, reported 
the same back without amendment. 

Mr. G also reported 
mittee, without 
lief of Edwin H. 
P. Hickman. 

Mr. WCODBURY said, some days ago he sub- 
mitted a res ‘lution, calling for information of what 
amountof the late joan had been taken, and at 

|; what rate of discount. He wished that it would 

|| be taken up and passed upon; but he was not dis- 
posed to press its consideration at this moment, if 
there was any objection to its adoption. 

Mr. EVANS said there was serious objection to 
the adoption of it now; h* h such information 
would be received in a few days » aS would render 
it not improper to adopt the resolution. 

Mr. WOODBURY said, as the Senator from 
Maine [Mr. Evans] objected to iis adoption now, 
he would not, therefore, press action on it unul 
the apportionment bill was disposed of. 

Mr. GRAHAM made some inquiry of the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce, how far 
that committee had progressed with the considera- 
tion of the bill making appropriations for the erec- 
tion of harbor at the Roanoak inlet 

HUNTINGTON replied that the commit- 
tee had the bill betore them, but were waiting the 
action of the House committee on the same su! ject; 
bur, afler waiting a reasonable time, if the Hovse 

did not act upon it, the committee would proceed 

to do so 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the Senate took up, 
as in committee of the whole, the bill for the cettle- 
mentof the aceounis of Silas Dean. The question 
pending being the amendment proposed by Mr. 
CuiayTON, to limi’ the amount to be allowed to the 
sum ascertained to be due by the accounting of- 
ficers of the Treasury in 1838; and providing that 
if, on the the claim, any errors 


reinvestizat 
1 +t 5 | 
then admitted, 


back, from the same com- 
amendment, House bil for the re- 


Yhilders, administrator Joha 


ped 


ion of 
1 the items 
items should be disallowed. 

The question was taken on this amendment, and 
it was agreed to; and the bill was reported to the 
Senate. The question now being, Shall the bill 
be ordered to be engrossed for a third reading? 


should be found 


those 


Messrs. YOUNG end HENDERSON oppo:ed 
the bil! ',and Messrs. STURGEON, PHELPS, and 
BER LIEN defends d it in a diseus ion which last- 


ed till 1 14 o’clock; when 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the bil! 
the table till to-morrow morning. 

Oa motion, the Senate proceeded to consider 
in committee of the whole, 

THE APPORTIONMENT 
Mr. ALLEN moved tke following 
| to come in afier the second section: 


was laid on 


BILL. 


amendment, 


Provided, What nothing in this section shall be so construed 
is to require the subdivision ef any county or city In any State, 
witha view to the formation of g tricts, when such sub 
division would be contrary to the ¢ ting law or usages of such 
Siac, and the habits and custoin the people uereof 

On iis amendment he called for the yeas and 


nays; which were 
negative, as follows: 


YEAS—™M: . Allen, Bag y, Benton, 
Cuthbert, F oe I 


ordered, and resulted ia the 


B teh hea , Calh in, 
oe Sini of Co ectl 


cut, Stu m. Tappan, Walk rt, Wi 1 , Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright. and \ , 
NAYS—M A Barrow, Bates, Bayard. Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Crafir, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hi 
ton, Kerr, Manzum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, P 
Pre R Si _St of I e, Ta 
i \ iw ride 7 
- ee \ 
Mr. DENTON observed ihat the bill, as it ne 
tands, « i¢ Sta to be divided into as mony 
districis as they have meinbers apportioned to 
’ ' \ } . ‘ 
| them; but, as pointed out by the Senator tron 
[ ' ore ad \% P , , © ¢ . naw 
Delaware yesterday, (Mec. Bayarb,] a cistrict mat 


contain any number—-J00,000, for instance, if th 


city of New York is made one district. Another 
may have only so many hundreds, instead cf thou- 
sands. If New Yok basa D mocratic popula- 
tion, it might be made a single district; while an- 


|| other nort 


yn, With the same z>.cunt of populatien, 
1} but all Whigs, aight be divided into six d stricts; 


giving six party votes on one side against one vote 











on the other. This mirht be all dene; but, to pre- 
vent it, he would offer the following amendment: 
Pr r dec 


cavle 


1, That such districts shall be, as nearly as practi- 
» equal inthe number of their inhabitants. 


On this amendment he exiled for the yeas and 


nays; which were ordered, and resulted as foul- 
lows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 


Calhoun, Clayton, Cratts, Cuul 
King, Linn, McRoberts, 





rt, Evans, Fulton, Her 


e derson, 
Mangum, Porter, 


Smith of Connecti- 


cut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
White, Wileox, Wiillams, Woodbridge, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young a) 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bayard, Conrad, Graham, Kerr, 


Miller, Morehead, Phe!ps, Rives, and Tallmadge—10 


The bill was then reported back from the com- 
mittee of the whole. 

The question came up on concurring in the first 
amendment adopted in committee of the whole; 
which was to strike out the ratio of 50,179 in ihe 
6th line, and insert 70,680. 

Mr. BERRIEN asked if the ques 
the ratio? 

The CHAIR answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. BAYARD hoped the Chair would first pro- 
pose the first amendment made in the committee of 
the whole, which was that on the principle of rep- 
resenting fractions. 

The CHAIR observed that would be the regular 
course. 

The question then came up on concurring with 
the committee of the whole in the first amendment 
in order, which was that allowing an additional 
member to each Staite having a fraction greater 
than a moiety of the ratio 

Mr. WRIGI 
which 

And a9 amendinent was concurred in—yeas 27, 
nays 19,as tollows: 


on Was not on 


IT called for tne 
were ordered. 


yeas and nays, 





YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Cratis, Cuthbert, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Kerr, Man cum, Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Por 
ter, Spnmons, Sprague ! e, Wa ker, White, Waleox, 
Woodbridge, and ut 

NAYS—Messrs. All Bagby, Bayard, Benton, 
Bucha »} Kiog, Linn, McRoberts, Milter, Preston, Rives, 
Bini rf ¢ ecticut, @mith of Indtana, Scurgeon, Tappan, 
Williams, Woodbury, and Wright—19. 

rr : 


The next amendment was in the sixth line, al- 
tering the ratio from 50,179 te 70,669; which ‘was 
concurred io. 

The next amendment was the 


following at the 


end of the second sect'on: 
“ Provided, That the provisions of this law shall not affect 
the election of members to ie twenty-eighth Congresa.’”’ 


. WHITE suggested thai the proper question 
would be that of filling up the numbers in refer- 
ence to the respective States. 

The CHAIR said, if the Senate consented, 
would be the proper course. 


that 


The Sena'e assenting, the question was taken on 
concurring with the com mittee of the tials in al- 
tering the number of Representatives to conform 


with the new ratio. 

The amendments were to insert the apportion- 
ment of each State, resnectively, to which it is en- 
ited by the ratio of 70,680, in lien of those adapt- 
ed to a ratio of 50,179, as fellows: Maine 7; New 
Hampshire 4; Massachusetts 10; Connecticut 4; 
Vermont 4; New York 34; New Jersey 5; Penn- 
sylvania 24; Delaware 1; Maryland 6; Virginia 
15; North Cerolina 9; South Carolina 7; Georgia 
Alabe na 7; Louisiana 4; Mississippi 4; Ten- 
ssee 11; niucky 10; Onio 21; Indiana 10; H- 


linots 7; Missouri 5; Arxansas 1; Michigan 3; 





as concurred in. 


Inen can 


rendment w 
The qnestion 


73 


ition to 


adopted yesturday, namely— 


up cn the ar 


Rives, Smith of Connect sSiurceon, Ta 
xx, Williams, Woodbur Wright, an », 
NAYVS—Messrs. Archer, jar om, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 

Clayton, Conrad, Crafis, Mvans, Graham, Huntington. Kerr, 

Mar Miller Mo wehcad, Phelps, Porter, Preet 

Simmons. 8 1 of Iudiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 

V ! 


The next question was on concurring with the 
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committee of the whole in Mr. Benton’s amend- 
ment, providing that the districts shall consist, as 
nearly as prac icabie, of an equal number of in- 
habitats. 

Mr. GRAHAM ob 
sion divi ns of counties. 

Mr. MERRICK thought the regulation of the 
districts should be leit to ihe States them-el 





ved that this might occa- 


yt 
Mr. TALLMADGE bh ped ihe amencment 
would not bea ted. It would be a great incon- 
venience to his Slate, aS count and cities would 


be divide 

Mr. WOODDURY reminded genilemen that a 
very decided vote, by yeas and nays, had been 
taken on the su et of viding counties or cill 
He was very much obliged to the Senator from 
Missouri fer the iniroducton of the amendment; 
which he should ye proposed himse! 
the Senator breught 1: torware. 

Mr. CONRAD e idered this amendment would 
render the divi-ica of counties inevitabie; and fol 
that reason he would vote against i!. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that his strong obj c- 
tion to the second clause of th bill was the cer- 
tainty that it rendered the division of counties 
inevitable. 

The Senator from Delaware, with his aceustom- 
ed frankne Ss, Sa se esterday, ““You can make one 
district of the city of New York, with its 312 G00 
inhabitants, if you choose.” Itis true. Bot he (Mr. 
W.) trusted that no State would ever resort to such 
an act, by which such injustice would be dune. It 


IS utter!y vain to nat, u pass this bill, you 
do not cor he States t ; t oul Ar j 
the most objectionable feature is, that you ec mpel 
them to «) > the Stat ties, and make 
three or four sectional divi Is Within a few min- 
utes’ walk. I am dis; “1 to preserve | just 
representative principle, if possibie. 

Mr. BAYARD tucueht ereat reason why 
Congress should not a irectly in districting the 
States, was, that tue Svates th Ives understood 
the territorial circumstances « he districts better 
than Congress eculd possibly knowthem. I[tseem 
ed to m tbat lie ” t pian would be for Con- 
gress noi tot , u t , out to] ve i 
to the States themselves ‘the members of the 
Legislat ) 2 respor Pio” i constituen ior 
making an eqoia! distribution. 

Mr. KING ved that Senator from Del- 
aware was now jn favo leaving the matter 
alone altogether; but, un stely, he found the 
honorable S«nator interfer nz with the very mat- 
er he was contendr th hould not interfere 
with. The: iator now deelared they coal a iy 
léave the maiter ihe ci-cretion ol via —thne 
very thin hieh Senator and his friends had 
advocated with muca zeal, to prevent the States 
making theirown an ements, and | ins them 
down to single alihough the popalain 
of some of them had doubled. TVhe truth seemed 
to be, that genilemen here were afraid to trast the 
bill again to the ober House. Let it go to them, 
and jet them rejectit if they | ; and let it go 
to the country thai they a prepared to force upon 
the States the necessity of making districts, which 
must b2 attended with ineonveniere:. Mr. K, 
proposed to smend the amendment, by adding the 
words “‘as neaily as may be, without dividing 
counties,” 

Mr. SIMMONS thovecht som ing venrences 
might arise in counties of cities; and he believed 
there Ought to ome pri » ihat it shall not af- 
tect cour ntainw more than eneuch of 
habitants for one Rey ! ive 

Mr. W ALKER ca ] tre yeas and nays: 
which were ordered, and rest he at alive, 
as folloy ce 

YEAS—M \ A r, | y, Bit 5 Bea 

ie a ‘ Clay ‘ Eva I 
ton, H ] TcR May i P 
Prest > ‘ ~ bad _s 
Tapp \ ! WW Wi , Willi . W 
Wrigh \ 

NAYS— Mi i BR ( ( t Cy 
Graham, Kerr, M ‘ M P R 5 
mons, Sprags i \“ lt 

Mr. LINN observed, that it hal been stated 
yesterday by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr 


ARCHER, } 
second clause of this bill's Was, that 


that his reason for voting in favor of the 
he wished to 
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pro.ect minorities—anticipating that, in two years, 
he and lus friends might be ina mirority. He 
vould, therefore, move for exemptieg the Siate of 

', Which was one of e minority States, 


from the operation of the compulsory clause, until 


M On 


afier the 23th Congress; and he hoped the Senator 
rom Virginia, wi.ose sympathies e so strong in 
avor Of pre cling Y cret wou'd vot th 
him. 

Mr. WALKER ked the Senator to include 


the State of Mississippi. 


Mr. LINN assented 
Wir. BERRIEN hoped tis 
Geo gia. 

Mr. LINN said, Certainly. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut hoped the Senator 
would include the Siate of Connecticut. 

Mr. LINN asked if that State elecied by districts, 
or by general-ticke!? 

Mr. SMiTH replied, partly b: 
tem, and partly by the general-ticixet sys'em. 

Mr. LINN cbj-cted, that ine!u jing any State 
electing partially or wholly by the district system 
would embarrass his motion, 

Mr. WiLLIAMS asked the Sena 
souri to include the State of Maine. 

Mr. LINN assented. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut hoped the Senator 
would not object to including Connecticut. 

Mr. L INN could not consent to open up the 
He had proposed to ex- 
empt Missouri, beeause he was unwilling that 
there should be any collision between that State 
and the General Government. 


Mr. MERRICK objected to the amendment, on 


Senator would include 


' 1 . 
the cistrict S\S- 


\ 


tor from Mise 


whole disenssion again. 





the ground ot partiality, in legislating for special 
exemptions from a 7eneral law. 

Mr. LINN see any ferce in the Senator? 
objection. Tt s which elect by the general- 


licket system are subjected to special erievances in 

t law: and ail he asked bv his ame rent 

nis law; and ail he asked Dy nis amend ime tl WaS, 

that time should be given to them for the change 
7 are oA cm Bs 

they are required te make. 


BUCHANAN said, if he knew himself, he 
would vote for this amendment without the slight. 
party feeling. He wished, if pos 
to avoid the dangerous collision which may—1 ay, 


which mu-t—arise at the meeting oi 


’ 
gn 
et t.oge of sible 


t ™~ 
the next Oon- 





gress between the Federal and State authorities, 
honid the bill beeome a law in is present form. 
O; course, by collision he did not mean the use ef 
force. It was now manifest that, in one or two of 
the smaller States, where the ezneral-ticket s:s'em 
prevailed, the elections must be held under that 
ysiesa before it would be possible for their Legis- 
latni oas:semble and chanve the law. In cases 
of this kind, their Representatives would appear 
and demand their seats. This would produce both 
; er and delay The House would be occupied 
a longer 22 In dist ing and deeiding this im- 
portant constitutional question, than they had been 


in discussing and deciding the New Jersey que 
tion. ~And, besides, who wea'd be the judges 
The members of the House would assemble wi th 

organization; for no law had provided 
what should be the prima facie evidence of a mem- 

rs ule to his seat. 

to Senators to consider seriously 
th conseguences which might arise from the re- 
hisamendment. It cou!d do ho harm, 














in any ne yf view; and i! t save 
us fre \ 1 dangerous qu 1, whica 
mgt f n. 

He did 1 rere we Wolght in the 
Cor i 0) aot we Senator tr > Mary- 
j . iV ‘ q ] Ti ere W , 2 or two 

uuder the Constuimion which required that 
we should ne } rm laws,s¥cnr as in ca { 
ankruy hut the Censtitution did not require 
rin legis'aion in precer:bre the manner of 

} reloections. On the contrary, the framers of 

:¢ Constitution hed anticipate? pav ial legis!ation 
n >very case, It was iniescded to secure an 
‘ection of Representatives to those S:ates in which, 
from the neglect, refusal, or inabiil f the Logis- 


tures, they would be deprived ot Rey iresentatives 
withont the int erp sition of Congress. It was in- 


tenced to provide a remedy for the very case now 
before us. 








ears, | 











| 
| 
| 


e 


a 





The question was then taken on the amendment, 
as follows: 
Provided, That this section shal] not take effect, as to the 
resentatives from the States of Missouri, Mia- 
ia, and Maine, till after the election of Repre- 


said States for the 25th Congre 
And it was decided in the negative—yeas 22, 
nays 24, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bates, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhonn, Choate, Cuthbert, Fulton, 








Berrien, 
Ifenderson 


King, Linn, McRoberts, Rives, Scurgeou, Tappan, Walker, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. 
NAYS—Mess Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Clayton, Conrad, 


Crafts, Evans, Graham, Hustington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick 
Miller, Morehead, , Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith 
ot ¢ ticut, Sm lh { Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, 
al | Woodb dge- 


Mr. WALKER offered the following amend- 
ment, on which be called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered: 


Provided, T the ion for Congress in those 
States voting under existi iws by general ticket, shall not 





be allected by this secuol 

Mr. MERRICK objected, that the Senate had 
already rejecied the proposition. 

Mr. WALKER insisted that no question had 
been taken on the subject in that form. 

The CHAIR decided that no question had been 
taken on the specific proposition. 

Mr. MERRICK said his objection to the amend- 
ment was the same as to the proposition in any 
other form. 

The question was then taken, and resulted in 
tie negative as followz:—yeas 23, nays 23: 

YE Me Allen, Bagby, Bayard, Benton, 
Suchar na tihoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tap 
pan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
. NA\ S— Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, 
Crafts, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, P| Porier, Preston, Simmons, Smith of 
fndiana, Sprague, Talimadge, White, and Woodbridge—23. 

Mr. BENTON observed that the election in Mis- 
souri would come on, unde: the general-ticket sys- 
tem, on the first Monday in July. It would not be 
in the power of the Governor to receive any notifi- 
cation of the passage of this law, in tine to issue 
his proclamation postponing the election; and it 
would, therefore, be an impossibility for the State 

f Missouri to be represented according to the re- 
quirements of this law. He would, therefore, 
move the following amendmen: 

Provided, That in any State where it shall be impossible, 


Berrien, 








for want of time, to district the State before the first election for 
Representatives, then, andin that case, this section shall not 
ply tosuch State until th ( mil alec n Re presentatives 
ider this act. 
Mr. MERRICK proposed an amendment to the 


ameniment, that sech State shall not hold any 
election ¢ curing the Present year. 

Mr. ARCHER denied that there was any neces- 
sity for the anendment at ail. 

Mr. MERRICK withdrew his amendment. 

ir. BERRIEN requested the amendment would 

be read. 

It was re 

Mr. BEE 


3 
ad. 
al 


c 

ERRIEN then asked if the word “impos- 
sibil ity was intended to be applied to the holding 
of e'ections under existing laws. 

Mr. BENTON explained, that, under existing 
laws, it wou d be impossible to hold the elections in 
conformity with the requisitions of this bill, and 
that there would be an utter impossibility of put- 
ting the State in pessession of this mandate before 
iis elections tale place. 

Mr. BAYARD observed, as a mere abstract ques- 
tion, no State should be required to district itself, 
where ap absolute ‘ impossibility ” of compliance 
existed. He believed no Senator would insist on 
such an abstract principle as that. But this was 
quite a diferent thing: no such impossibility really 
would exist. To give a liberty to remain inactive, 
and th ee create an impossibility, would be 
hard'y requi: . It would lead to such 
a wide field of inconclusiveness, that he oe the 
Senator oucht to change his proposition, so as to 
apply it mainly to his own State; and he would 
then vote for it, upon the showing that time could 

t State. 





e ong7ess 


not be } vad for the election in tha 
Mr. BENTON explained the impossi 
is State was concerned. 
The yeas end nays were then ealled for, and 
ordered; and they resulted—yeas 21, nays 24, as 
follows: 


ibilities, as 





-——_i——— oo 
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YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Bayard, Benton, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Rives, 
Smith ef Consecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Craits, Evans, Graltiam, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Simmons, 
smith of Indisaa, Sprague, Talimadge, White, and Wood- 
bridge—24. 


So the amendment was not adopted 


Buchanan, 


Mr. WOODBURY submitted the following 
amendment: 
And provided, Tha‘ this section shall not be considered to 


deprive the people of any State, or district therein, 


wt the right 
to be represented, and to choose Representatives to Congress In 
the mode eXistins 


gun ler rt he several State laws, until regulations 
are made there by the State Legislatures or Congress, prescri 
bing the boundaries of any new distict required. 

Mr. W. stated that his cbject wasto preserve the 
representative principle, and guard against the pe»- 
ple being disfranchised by any negiect of either 
Congress or the State Legis Sacneas in districting the 
States. Tne Governor may retuse to issue his proe- 
lamation; or one House cf the Legis!ature may be 
in favor of districting the States, and the other op- 
posed; or the Governor may disapprove of any law 
passed by them. It was, therefore, to guard against 
any thing of this kind—suspending the representa- 
tive principle—that he offered his amendment. 

Mr. PRESTON opposed the amendment on the 
principle that it was the duty of the Legislatures of 
the States to proteci the repiesentative principle to 
the people; and it would be improper for the Gen- 
eral Government to step in between the Siate Le- 
gis'atures and their communities. Tiais should be 
left to the States them<elves. He trusted, there- 
fore, that this amendment would share the fate of 
its predecessors. 

Mr. HUNTINGTO®™ thought it would be the 
same thing as leaving it entirely discretionary with 
the States whether they ‘vould conform to the la‘y 
ornot. He was sure such a proposition as this 
could not be sanctioned by the Senate. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut considered the 
amendment submitted by the Senator from New 
Hampshire a very proper one, because Congress 
had not gone as far as the only power it could have, 
required it should go—in fixing the districts itself. 
Having failed to do its duty in this respect, it was 
bound to protect the representative principle, which 
by its present action it endangers. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said he thought the objections 
made by Senators on the other side, that the opera- 
tion of the amendment would be partial, were en- 
titled to no weight; because the Constitution, by 
the acknowledgment of all, expressly designed, in 
this section, to provide for partial legislation, wnen 
the exigency of the case demanded it. It designed 
to provide expressiy for partial legislation in cases 
where, on account of periinacity, or the prevalenee 
of intemperate action on the part of the States, 
they might be prevented from fulfilling their duty, 
and sending representatives to these hails. In such 
cases, it became the duty of Congress to make pro- 





vision to supply the deficiency. But they were 
now told that Congress should not interfere; whilst 
the Constitution expressly provided for the action 


of Congress in thes? pariicular cases. Senators 
seemed to dread collision between the peop'e of the 
States and this Governmen!; and it was the very 
course which they were pursuing, and thata'one, 
which would produce co.lision. He regretted the 
pertinacity with which gentlemen insisted upon in- 
terfering between the people and their State Legis- 
fatures. [1 was ihis interposition of Congress that 
was complained of. It would be an unwise, 
astrous, and enforvenate proveeding; 
would not be tic States that 
authority of this body—the 
Government—this Union; 
not the S ates, in the contest 
What was it they learned from the traditions of 

the aposties of the Constitution? What did they 
learn from that instrament itself? And what did 
they learn from ‘he construction put upon it by the 
cotemporaries of those apostles of liberty by whom 
it was framed?) They formed such a construction 
as set at defiance the provisions of the bill now be- 
fore thein. Before such a plan of districting cou!) 
take place, an amendment of the Coastituti 1 
woald be necessary, requiring the assent of two- 
thirds of both Houses of Congress, and a rat- 


dis- 
although it 
would suffer, but the 
Confederation—this 
ihese would suffer, and 


ification of three-fourths of the States. But 
were to:d here that a bare majority of one branch 
of Congiess was sufficient to accomplish inat which, 
by the Constitution itself, cou!d only be done by 
consent * be e-fourths of the whole American 
people. Gentlemen were afraid to return this bill 
to the House, fest this section shoald be loxt—lest 
they shonid not have a majority in that Ho. 
tavorof alaw, whith these by whom the Constitu 
tion was established, and those by whom it was 
ra‘ified, declared should only be carried into effeet 
by the concurrence of three-fourths of the people 
he United States. This was now attempted to 
be done by a mere majority in aaa and bya 
party vote; while twoof the most able men of the 
party had not been able to give their assent to it: 
he meant the Senaor from Virginia, and his 
(Mr. C38.) colieague, the S: from Geor- 
gia. It bai been a and unfortu- 
ruld yet be re 


t h ey 


ol th 


nator 
very ill-advised 
nste movement, and he hoped it wi 
jected. 

Mr. ARCHES 


trom Georgia ane 


after replying to the Senators 
Connecticut, replied to the ob- 
jection of the Senator from New Hampshire—that 
may be left without a representation—by 
that if any State was ihe predica- 
ment he supposes, Congress could act and district 


i 


a S'ate 
stating, 


lef y 
‘ — 
iti iil 


that Siace,so as to preserve the representative 
principle. Would not the effect cf this amend- 
ment be, to make this act inoperative altogethe:? 


It is a proposition, that if 
which they are bound by their duty to the United 
Siates to carry out, they shall lose nothing by 
their disobedience. The whole 
by the Senator from New 
aginary evil. Inany view, corous to sup- 
pose a necessity for any such amendment; he 
therefore hoped it would be rejected 

Mr. WOODBURY explained that the Senator 
had overlouked the cireumstanes which he had 
suggeste', of the State Legisiatures disagreeing oa 
the subject. 

Mr. ARCHER in 
that he had said Co 

Mr. WO \DBUI 


the States destroy a law 


evil c ntemplated 
Hampshire is 
it is ind: 


an im- 


terposed, to remind the 
ngress would then act. 
LY remarked, that it was just as 
likely that Congress would disagree as that the Le- 
gistatures wouid disagree. Had not the Senat 
greed on this very bili? 
~ ake the case of Rhode Island, in which there 
may be contending Legislatures, during which no 
elections can en held; or suppose the case of such 
a State being invaded and disabled from legisla- 
tion. 

The proposition was a 

e, and he hoped it would be adopied. 

Mr. CONRAD, in reply to obvervations made 
by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Curaserr ] 
seid he was willing to take the second section as it 
came from the House of Representative 
was any resistance to the p ip! ss 
certainly, by those to preserve the 
principle maintained by the popular branch of the 
Sictaania The Senaior from Georgia, two days 
ago, had called neon the majorily to vote for an 
amendment which was thea pending, oa the ground 
that it would be indelicate of: them to insist on 
doing what would act pr idicially to the party 
now in the minority in Conere ht bs 


Senator 


ed Sj.- 
Ale, 


legitimate and proper 


if there 
will, it was not 
ty Wa i ‘s 


who wished 


S, as it mi 


stamped upon them that they were actuated by 
party m.tives. But did not the lke apprehension 
exist, that, in offering the pertinacious amendments 


followed up one after another to-day, the party in 
Osposiien to the majorty were acting from party 
motives? He did not say that party motive id 
ex atall; bat would not such a th be imp. - 
Die [0 Lis ¢ ? 

a " r 

Phe qa being on Mr. Woo y’s amend- 
nent 

Mr. WRIGHT « v the yeas sn AVS; 
which were ordered, and resulied in the negative 
as fullov Yeas 18, nays 27 

YEAS M \ Ba Ba B B t 
Ca ,Fu , King, L McRoberts, Smith of Connecti 
Sturgeon, Tepy . Walker, Wileox, Wallian Woodbury, 
Wricht, and Yeu 18, 

NAYs—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berri Choat 
Clavton, Conrad, Craf Evans, Graham, Henderson, Iunts 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por 
ter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Iudiawa, Sprague, Tall- 


madge, White, an 


d Woodbridge—27 


| Mr. WALKER submitted the following amend- 
m 








*nt, on which he asked the yeas and nays: 


And provided That no law of any State 


prescribing the 
minner of electing their Representatives to Congress, shajl be 
repeal r superseded by virtue of the mandate issued by this 


» several State Le sialures 


»alter said laws, a3 
hrected by the Congress of 


herein he United States 
On this question the yeas and nays were ordered, 
an resulted ia the negative, as follows: 


Y EAS— Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 


Cuthbert, 
Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith of C 


ticut. Stur 





eon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright 
and Young Is 

N \.4.8—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choa Clayton, Conrad, Cratis, Evans, Graham, Henderson, 
Huan m, Kerr, Mangum, ba srrick, Miller, More! ead, Phelps 
Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smuh of Indi Sprague, 
Palimad "White. eat Wee ibridg 3 


Mr. BUCHANAN ealie! for the 


question on 
the engrossment. 


Mr. WALKER asked for the yeas and nays ; 
which were orcered. 
Mr. MERRICK moved to postpone the further 


consideration ef the bill, 
nio executive session, 

Mr. CU THRE ERT asked if any fresh Rhode 
Island rupture, or threat of war or invasion, had 
occurred, to demand this hot haste in rushing into 
executive session, before a bill could be read? 
Was there any question ef sudden war to be de- 
cided? 

Mr. "7 ERRICK. was 
remarks; when 

The yeas and nays on the question of postpone- 
ment were cailed for and ordered 

Me. LINN inquired if the que stion of postpcne- 
ment was debatable? 

Mr. KING said he was surprised a 
sition of the bonorab'e Senator from Maryland, 
[Mr. Mernickx.] They had been laboreg upon 
this bill for weeks; every one knew of the import- 
ance of it speedy passage. They had now brought 
it to the eagrossiment for the third reas 7 ng, after a 
very protracted debate; and it was proposed to ad- 
jouro, without taking ‘th > question, a so leaving 
the bill to a taken up hereafter. What was it the 


tor the purpose of going 


procecding to make some 


t the propo. 


Senator desired in making this metion? Did be 
desire nina time to consider of his vote on this 
ae Or did a desire to offer other amend- 
nents? He (Mr. .) was fully pre pared to vote upo n 

He had occupied but little of the time of the Sen- 


ate in det ating the bill; he had avoided disputing 


upon many points, that the matter might be brought 
toa ‘deni > aS spec ed lily as was consistent witha right 


understanding of i; and he was now uiterly op- 


posed lo any postp nement. 


The yeas and navs were then taken, and result- 
ed in the negative, as follows: 

Yi AS—Mes Bayard, Conrad, Graham, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Spragn Fallmacce, and White 14 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Ben 

Berrien, Buchanan, Calhoun, Choate, Clayton, Crafts, 
Cathbert, Evans, Fulton, Henderson, Huntington, King, Lino, 
MeRoberts Phe i 3, Rives, Smith of Connecucut, Sturgeon, 
Fappan, Walker, Wilcox, Willams, Woodbridge, Woo ibury, 
Wri ht, Son 12—32, 


And so the Senate refused to pos'pone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill. 

The question then came up on the engrossment; 
bet, before it was put— 

Mr. ALLEN moved 
section ax amended. 

Tais motion was decided in the 
a division. 


Tre qre 


to strike out the second 


without 


negative 


stion next recurred upon ordering the 


i] be engrossed fora third reading, 
= eas and nays were deimanded, and ordered; 
and resulted in the affirmative as tello 
Y EAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow. Bates, Bayard, Choate 
‘ ; Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hucating 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Preston, Sim Sit Ind Spra : 1, Ta 
WI wid Wo { 7 
NAYS—Meesrs. Alle Ba B Bort Buehanan 
( ( I K Li MeRoberts, Rives, 8 
i > f Con i t Wa W il W 
' W | Wi i \ l. 
So the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora 
4 } 


talra reaaing. 

Mr. KING observed that he understood the 
iments were already engrossed, and there need 
b> no delay in sending the bill to the House of 
eniatives. He thovg'tt the bill should have 
its third reading now, 





~~ 








604 


a 


Pending the consideration of this prope 

Mr. BERRIEN gave notice that 
to-morrow, ask tie Sena’e to resume the cons ‘era- 
tion of the bill provide further remedial justice 
in the courts of the United States. 

Mr. EVANS” gave nouce that he 
morrow move the Senat 
propriation bul. 

Mr. TALLVWAD GE, in 
men opposite time to recons 


sition, 
he would, on 


would on to- 
take up the navy ap- 
order t¢ ye the 


genile- 


ler the apportionment 


Pi 
bill, said he would move an adjournment. 
The guestion of adjournment was iakea, an 


resulted ayes 24, nces 23. 

So the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REP} LE my VNTATIVE 
Tuurspay, June 9, 1842 

The Hon. Natusn Appieron of Boston, e'ect- 
ed to supply the vacancy cccasioned by the 
resignation of Mr. Winrrr Pp, appeared, was quali 
fied, and took his seat. 

Mr. AD ,MS moved a correction of ihe journal 
of yesterday, in that part where.a it was stated 
that Mr. McKeon moved to lay the motion io 
print an extra number of copies of the New York 
custom-house rep on the table, Tae motion 
made by that gentleman, he said, was to lay a por- 
tion of the prov:so on the tadie; whereas it was 
on his motion that the whole subject was disposed 
of. The correction lingly. 

Mr. “1LLMOR 


© accur 





m the Conimitiee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bil to exiex 1, un rl the Ist 
ot Augusi next, the Jaws for laying andc ting 
duties on im Mir. F. stated that the bil w. 
intence! a: bsuitute forthat which was reported 
on Tuesday la Tne bill was read twice, and 
referred to the C n > ofthe Whole on thesiate 
of the Un . anf an i .eetual effort, on th 
part of Mr. Cocper of Georgia, tu have it laid oa 
the table 

BRITISH COLONIA, TRADE 

Mr. Las called { ‘ ot tl + 
the report from the Com uatiice on orsign Adair:, 
in relation t e Bri'i-h colonial trade. 

Mr TOW RL 4, Who ntiiled to th fi lr, 
addressed louse a PA, e@qite ¢ into a his- 
tory of the whole subjce!, and replying to the re- 
marks mace ia On] to the report of the 
Committe i Foreign Affairs. The distance at 
which Vir. L. sio from th Kk, and the con- 
fusion p Vi me? 42 ie , prevented the reporter 
from heating him with nt distinctness to do 


anytbing Iike Justice to lis remarks 

Aiter ir. L. | leonciu ', ine motion to reter 
the report and re nion of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairsto the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union was fi 


carried ia the aflirma- 
live. 

On motion of Mr. POPE, the seven first days in 
July (une 1¢ business be sooner yeted) 
were se@t apart for the transaction of business re- 
latine to the ‘Perr ; 

Mr. CLUOPER of Pennsylvania asked leave to 
make a reportirom the Commitee on Indiaa Af: 


fairs, on ihe levier cf the Secretary of War decti 


nine tocommunicate to the Hon he informaucn 
in bis depariment reiaiive to frauds on the Chero- 
kee Indian-; which sa'ject had been referred to 
that committee by a reselu of the House. 

Messrs. CUSHING an! PROFFIL cbiecied. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania moved a susnen- 
sion of th s . for the perp 2 Of reeceivit & th : 
report; upon whics, 

Mr. CUSHING cniled for the yeas and na 


which were 





11), nays 73—not two-thirds; and «be rules, there- 
-fore, were nx end 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, from the 9om- 
Mittee on t mn , reported a bill to alter the 
mode of 1 inpy the tonnege ef shins and yes- 
sels employed in the merchant s.r iied 
States; which w read twits, and r é 
Commitice otf > Whole on the state of the 

The bill authorizing the :. a register to th 
brig Guinare, wa> re etuird time and passed. 


Mr. HALL presen'ec a memorial of 937 citizens 
of Benningion county, Vermont, comp 


the duty proposed to be levied oa wor 


laining that 
1, by the bill 


——————_—____-— 


_CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


reported from | the Committee on Manufactures, is 
insufiicient to protect that interest; and Mr. H. said 
that, ween it should be in order te do so, he should 
take occasion to sustain the views of the memozial- 


REVENUE BILL. 

On motinn by Mr. FILLMOPE, the House re- 

od itself into Cornmittee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, 
vania in the chair,) and resumen 
of the bill to provide r-verue trom imports, and to 
change and modify ex s'ing la vs imposing duces 
on our imports, and for other purposes, 

or SALT INSTALL moved to amend the bill, 
by s ng out all atter the enacting clause, and 
eeuntinn. in lieu thereof, the tariff bill reported by 
the Committee on Manufactures, with the excep- 
tion of the last clause. 

Mr RHETT wished to know if the proposition 
of the gentieman trom Massachusetts had been en- 
by the Chair? Was it in order for the 

n to submit the mojion? 
The CHAIR stated the motith 
centleman from Mas«achusett 

Mr. RHETTEF. I wish it to be read. I want dis- 
tinctly io know what is before the committee. 

Mr. BOTTS asked if the gentleman from South 
Carolina did not understand the bill reported by the 
Commiitee on Manufactures. The gentleman had 
a prinied copy of that bill before him, and he could 
ascertain wha it was by reacing it. 

Mr. RHEC?. [have not a printed copy of the 


(Mr. McKrnnan of Penneyi- 
he consideration 


tertainedl 


centile ma 


as made by the 


bill before me, and I have not seenit. I wishit 
read, that the comaitice may know what is bsfore 
them. 

Tne CHAIR crected the bill to be read; and 
the Clerk baving read a few of the claus:s— 

Mr. McK AY ciserved that it had been decided 
everal times that, after a bill bad been read 
through by clauces,it was not in order to amend it 
by another bill) An amendment must be offered 
to the first clause, before proceeding to amend any 
yiher. 


The CriAiR. The gentleman from North 
Carolina will please Tae read- 
with; and it is not 

gentleman to interrupt it, unless the 
2n from South Carolina will dispense with 


to come to order 
ing ¢ : the bill must be proceeded 


in order for the 


IDERWOOD called the 


Chair to this rule: 


attention of the 


ri shall at any ne be an led by an 
t I erein, any her billors 
, fore the Tf 

’ cti s > 
Tne CHAIR. Tae 
} 


is not im Order. 


rentleman from Kentucky 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise to a question of 
order. I wish to show that the amen iment offered 
by the geuileman from Mas<echusetts conflicts 
with one of the rules of the Hlonse, 

Mr. BOTTS. L[ rise to a qves.ion of oan and 
it un 


the rule which deciare th , when the 











reading of & paper is ca'led for, and Lit is objected 
o, the House must determine whetuer ic shall be 
aid or not. 

Tae CHAIR, That rule is not anplieable to the 
question. Bat, at any rate, itis too late now to 
f 1@ Objection. 

Rr. BOTTS. Doss the Chair Cecilie that this 

ile has no application to the case before the com- 
miitce? 

The CHAIR reptied that such was his decision; 
and he directed the Clerk to proveed with the 

ding of the bill 

Mr. BOTTS. rs a APP al from that decision. 

Mr. HOE TEINS ed that his colleague wou'd 
withdraw his 11. The rule referred to by his 
col'ergue, in his opinion, applied only to such 
papers as were morely historical an’ declara‘ory 
i wir nature, and not to proporLions on whieh 
Ine x n were calle on to yote. lt ha l never 
been extended so as to apply to papers of the latter 
description; ar the right of any member to have 
uch pap ead had never been questioned. 


M - SOTTS Nc 7 1 that he had m2 le his appeal 


» save the time that wonld be consnwed in readinz 
: 


this long bill. He wonld, however, ogree to with- 
draw the appeal, in conformity with the wishes of 


the committee, though he did not acquiesce in the 
jostice of ihe decision of the Chair. 





——— 





———--—— Se 
ae 





The Cle orl then proceeded with the reading of 
the bill. 

The bi!) having been read entirely throngh-- 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL rose to a point of order. 
His point of order was, that, in the Committee of 
the Whole, the bill, having been first read through, 

was taken np by sections; and the first section being 
under consideration, it Was notin order to move to 
strike out the entire bill—as well the clauses not 
under discussion, as the clause under considera: 
tion. ‘ 

After a few words from Mr. FILLMORE, Mr. 
CLIFFORD, and Mr. BRIGGS— 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the motion of 
the gentleman irom Massachusetts was not in 
order. 

Mr. SALSTONSTALL then moved to strike out 
the first section, which was under consideration, 
and substitute the entire amendment which he had 
before offercd. 

Mr. FILLMORE then commenced 
to the committee; and, 
few word:— 

Ar.J. CAMPBELL rose 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Sat- 
TONSTALL] Was a mere evasion of the rule. The 
gentleman {rom Massachusetts had moved to strike 
out a single c’ause, and offered to substitute for it 
an entire bili. 

The CHAIRMAN decided it to be inorder. He 
said the gentieman could substitute any thing for 
the clause he proposed to strike out. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL appealed from 
ion of the Caair 

Mr. A. V. BROWN <a 
tion, and, cons 

ne too late 

“The C SA AIRMAN also deci 
of order , the gentieman trom New York {Mr. 
FintMore] having obiained the floor and com- 
menced his address before the objection was taken. 

Mr. FILLMORE, then, as the exordium to his 
speech, catcred at great lengih into the difficulties 
which the Commitiee of Wavs and Means hai had 
in the perfecting of the measure 
now before the committee. He saidit was a ques 
tion of the t magnitude that could come 
before an S cacau Congress. Nothing short of 
the question of peace or war could be more impor- 
tant than the que-tion of the mode of raising the 
necessary revenue to carry on the Government. 
Ii was also a subject that was complicated in its 
character, and he therefore regretied thai the House 
should have refused authority io the Committee on 
Manufactures to collect such information as the 
setllement of so important a subject rendered 
necessary. They were denied the privilege of 
sending for persons and papers, and they were 
denied the aid of aclerk; but, notwithstanding all 
these circumstances, it was due to the committee 
to state, that they had gone on and collected a 
mass of facts that would be found useful both to 
the House and to the country, though falling short 
of whatct to have been obtained, to enable the 
House to consider this subject properly. He al- 
luded to this “more in sorrow than in anger,” and 
only by way o! apology for the committee, if the 

sult of their labors should be found imperfect. 
He next reeanitulated the services which had been 
readered by tse head of the freasury Department 
io the committee, and 
important question itself. 


his speech 
ailer giving utterance to a 


and said the motion 


the decis- 


1 the gentleman’s objec. 
quently, the gentleman’s appeal, 


'ed that he was out 


preparation an 





ry 








~ii 


In the first place, he beeged to state that thit was 
a reveane bill, intended io supply the wants of the 
freacury; and he therefore should consider it in 
tat point of view. Ard the first question which 
presented itself for consideration, was, what was the 
amouat of revenue that wou'd be reqnired to car- 
ry onthe Governmeni? ‘Phat question had been 
rather {fully considered by the Secretary of the 
Tressury, and he begged to call the attention of 
he committee to the remarks the Secretary on 
Tn the Secretary’s report accompa- 
nying his projet, he estimates the expenses of the 
Government for the vear 1842, including civil, 
miscellaneous, and the army and the navy, 
at $24 424,358 95; and for the other permanent ap- 
eeadadians for the year, $922,000. There was 
then, in addition to the amount required to pay the 


that sxbject 


forelan 


then proceeded to the all~ 


rs 


i i ee en Cll 





public debt, an esimated amount of between 
$25,000,090 and $26,000,000. The Secretary then 
estimated the amount that would be required on 
the part of the Government for the payment of 
debts, and other liabilities; which made tne aggre- 
gate deman« on the Treasury for the present year 
$33,822 000. The Secretary then went on 

mate the expenditures for the years 1343-4, and for 
three years he made the o¢zregate amount $98,- 
242 000—that sum, of cotirse, inelucing the ameunt 
required to pay the Treasury notes outstanding, 
and other d«bts contracte:?. 

If, however, they passed fiom these opinions of 
the Secretary to examine some collateral facets, for 
the purpose of ascertaining what amount would be 
necessary, they wou:d find that, during the four 
years of Mr. Van Bnren’s adminisiration, the aa- 
nual expcaditares, independent of all payments for 
the pudiie debt, were near $28 000,000; and if the ex- 
perience of the pest was to afford a guide for the 
future, they might calculate the annual expendi- 
tures of the Government hereafter to be between 
$27,000,090 and $23,000,000, independent of the 
amount requisite to pay the public debt now ex- 
isting. 

But there had been so much discussion in ref- 
erence to the probable expenditures of the Govern- 
ment for some years to come, both in this body 
and the other branch of Congress, that he might be 
excused from going intodetails. He might, however, 
remark, that the estimates of the various gentlemen 
who had investigated the subject, aud which they 
showed by tab esand figures,raa up from $18,000,000 
to $26,000,000; whereby it was shown that, where 
inteliigent men diitered so much, it must, 'o a great 
extent, be found to 


A 


t 


tO estle 






be a matter of conjecture. 
But, froin whi be had seen for tue last few days, 
he thought there was a spiritof reform at work, 
that, however much he might regret its destruc- 
tive character to some of the essentis] establish- 
ments of the country, if carried out, might dimin- 
ish the expenditures between $3,000,000 and 
$4,000 000 below what they had been for the last 
three or four years. The expenditures, therefore, 
might be reduced to between $23,000,060 and 
$24,090,000. If, then, to this be adced $3,000,000 
to pay the iaterest on the public debt, tne annual 
expenditure would be about $27,000 000 ; and this 
amount would be necessary to carry on the Gov- 
ernment. He should assume, then, for argu- 
ment’s sake, that the annual expenditures would 
not exceed $24,000,000, with the i 

$3 000,000 to pay tne interest of the public 
and then the next question that presented 





was, how should this amount be raised? Tae Con- 
Stitution, in iis grant of legisiative powers on this 
subject, gave the power to lay taxes, to collect da- 
ties on imporis, and, in the third place, to raise the 
money by excise. Now, to which mode wou'd 
they resor:? Ithad been contended that the best 
mode was by direct taxation; and tis idea had 
had a general circulation ia the country. That 
they had the power to supply the treasury by di- 
rect taxation, could not be demied; but was any 
gentleman, after a full examinaion of tre subject, 
willing to resort to that mode of supplyingihe wants 
of the treasury, except in the direst i: cessity?’ They 
had tried it once, and there were genilemen who 
had intimated their willingness to try it again. As 
early as 1798—when, he believed, there was some 
apprehension of war—an aliemp! was made to sup- 
ply the wants of the treasury by direct taxation; 
anda law was passed, directing the valeation of 
land and negroes, for the purpose of levying a di- 
reci tax. But be desired the committee to look at the 
number of ofiicers that would be spread over the 
country, to make the requisi‘e valuation. Foreven 
when that was once done, they must take in'o con. 
sideration that the value of landand negroes, and 
other properiy to be taxed, was constantly chan- 
gisg in value; and what atremeadous power, then, 
it would give the appointing power of this Govern- 
ment. ‘The requisite number of officers for this 
purpose would be like the frogs ot Egypt, 

He had taken occasion to look into the amount of 
money thus coliected by direct taxation, and he 
found, since the commeacement of this Govern- 
ment, leaving out smai! itenss, that there had been 
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Government and ils accruing expenses, the sum o! 
$913 000,000. And trom what source cid they sup- 
pose it had come? The question had ever been 
asked, from what source can the money be drawn 
with the least oppression to the people? And, in 
answering such a question, the experience of f.ty 
or sixty years was not to be over ced. It would 
be foun! that $746,000,000 were from dutics levied 
ca goods imnrorted, 

Ju answer ‘o a question from Mr. Ruevt, he said 
he did not iaelude the amount of the Post Office 
evenues, which Mr. Kretr said, during the last 
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ten years, had averaged from three to five millions 
of dollars. The Post Office paid its own expenses 
out of iis receipts; and he (Mr. Fitumore) was caly 
considering the mode by which they should raise the 


" t 2 ¢ t ? tafye h. 
requisite amount to defray the o 


dinary expenses 
of the Governm 


ent, and to pay existing debis. 

Fie then proceeded with his enumeration of the 
sources whence the receipts had been drawn. 
‘'weaty-two millions hai been raised by excise, 
and only twelve millions by direct taxes. He sta- 
ted the amount which had been received from the 
public lands, and added that dividends and bo- 
nusses from that odiows monster—tue United States 
Bank—amounted to $20,000,000; being $8,000,000 
more than had been collected by direct taxation. 
He had merely alluded to these facts to show that 
the experiernc+ oi more than fifty years had demon- 
strated that direct taxation was not the mode by 
whch the wants of the Government could he sup- 
plied. 

The next question, then, was, whether they 
would supply the treasury by excise? He had 
beard geutlemen—very intelligent gentiemen— 
oih wiihia and without the walls of that House, 
speak of that as a very eligib'é mode by. which to 
supply the wants of the Government; but he asked 
if any gentleman there was then prepared to resort 
toit. The very name of excise was cdious in Great 
Britain, where it was practised; aad though they 
found in the Constituiion a power to raise revenue 
by excise, he was surprised to find that the word 
had not been used in this country. And why was 
itso?) A duty in the shape of excise was recom- 
mended during the two first years of our Govern- 
nent; but the name was so odious, that the Ad- 
midistration that ventured to impose the duty, did 
not venture to use the name. He found a report 
was made by Mr. Secretary Hamiton, in which, 
instead of excise, he called it “interna! revenue.” 
TYhere was a ereat deal in changing a name. 

And what had been the history of raising the 
revenue of a country by excise? Mr. McCulloch 
said, of that mode of raising revenue in Great 
Britain, that it was anaine given to duties and 





tax‘Scnsuch articles as are produced and con 
su:ned at home; while custom duties were those 
duties which were icvied on imports froin other 
countries. It wasa duty on their own manufac- 
tare, the prodace of their own labor, and consumed 
in their own country; and hence everybody would 
perceive that it would be necessary that they should 
have a swarm of officers to :e2 who was engaged 
in the manufacture of any excisabie articie. 
Another consideration was the complicated legis- 
lation which was necessary to such a sysien; fo: 
if they imposed a duty on articles manufactured 
by their own citizens, they prevented them coming 
fairly in ec mpelition wiih the citizens of other 
countries—anie:s, indeed, they deducted the excise 
duty when the «uritcles were exported; and, conse- 
quently, atevery port of exportation there must be 
an examination to see if the articles had paid an 
excise duty ioto the treasury, that, if so, the amount 
might be refunded. Another con-ideration was, 
that in G:eat Britain the excise duties were often 


evaced by the producer, notwithstanding the ut- 


most vigilance in a Giuntry where the po; 
was thick; but 


milation 
when Ji came toa country like ours, 
which is spread over thousands of miles, every- 
body must see it would be evid ntly impossibie 
sateiy and fully to carry into effect a Jaw imposing 
excise duties. And if not, what would be the conse- 
quence? Why, ihe duty would be a reward for 
exporting theal; aud it would be paid to the p-o- 
ducer or exporter, instead of finding its way iato 
the treasury. 


collected, for the purpose of paying ihe debis of the | But another consequence which had grown out 
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of the sysiem in Engiand—v hich wes, perhaps, not 
less deleierious to the morals of the coun!ry—was, 
that the legis!ation had been such, that the excise 
duties retanded often exceeded the amount paid. 
Take, for instance, sugar or glass. By the law of 
Great Britain, the daty on glass, to enable the pro- 
iucer to r:eet the citizens of ciher countries in the 
market of the wor'd, was to be refunded when the 
article was exported. 

He then called the attention 


another instance of 


i wc committee to 
the impolicy of excise duties. 
The Commitice of Ways and Means had had 
many geniiemen before il, to give information as 
to the epevation of the various duties upon ariicies 
manuiaectured and exported. They represented 
that the manufacurer of sugar could, by means of 
the protection afforded bim by the excises and our 
tarif, afford to sil refined sugar for six cents per 
pound. In answer to an inquiry as to the cost of 
the raw article, it was stated that the mannfacturer 
had to pay eleven cents for the same article. It 
was then asked, how he could afford to ony the 
raw article for eleven cents, manufacture it, send 
it across the ocean, and then sell it for six cents? 
The apparent absurdity was explained thus: By 
the laws of England, an excise duty was imposed 
upon sugar and molasses, and a drawback allowed 
on all exported. It so happened, however, that 
the amount received by way of drawback exceeded 
the amount paid the Government by way of ex- 
cise. There was, also, aresiduam, atter taking 
out the refined article; and this the manufacturer 
sold as sugar-house molasses, exporting it and re- 
ceiving a drawback, although they had paid no 
duty upenit. In this way, they were enabled td 
se!] the refined article for six ccnis, when the raw 
ma'eria! cost them eleven 

He read from Blackstone’s Commentaries a brief 
history of excise duties in England, where they were 
first imposed, in 1643, upon ale, beer, cider, bread, 
&e. Both parties, however, agreed that they 
should continue during the war; and Blackstone 
declared their very name was odious t» the people. 
Their enforcement required the severest regulations 
in England; and if they had io be attended with 
such severe pains and penalties 1 that small coun- 
try, what would be necessary here? 

“The recent movement ia the Briti*h Parliament 
showed that every expedient for raising revenue 
had been exhausted in that country, and the Gov- 
eroment Was how compelled to resort to that last 
of measures—the income tax. Here was the ex- 
perience of England to prove that imposis were 
not efficient. He begged gentlemen woo consid- 
ered thei so, to read the report of Mr. Randolph, 
When it was proposed to supply the treasury by 
means of impos's, and whea Peansylvania was in 
a <iate of rebellion. That report stated the cost of 
collecting imposts at thirty-five per cent. Was 
any one prepared to sanction that ra? 

If, then, as he had endeavored to show, the sys- 
tem of impos's could not be advantageously adopt- 
ed, there was but one other mode ia which revenue 

or the public treasury could be raised—and that 
was, by imposing duties upon foreizn imports, as 
contemplated in this bill. Of the nine hundred 
millions of revenac collected by our Government, 
seven hundred and forty-six were received from 
duties. Ele thouvht no turther argument was 
necessary to show that this was the be:t mode of 
raising revenae to carry on our Government, 

The next ques'ion was, whether the bill was 
sufficient to supply the wants of the treasury. 
Here he would state that it was, in substance, the 
projet of the Secretary of the Vreasnry; though al- 
tered in sume of its details, and a seciion added at 
the ead, by the committee, to provide for future 
legislatioa. The amount estimated to accrue was 
about the same as that recording to the Secretary’s 
bill. The Secretary took the imports of 1340 as 
the basis of his calculation, and estiraated the re- 
ceipis as fol'ows: 
Total receipts from duties - - 432,608,000 
Expenses of collection and drawbacks 5,160,090 
Net revenve = - - 27,448,000 

He recretted the Secretary did not give the arti- 
cles in detail, on which drawbacks were to be al- 
lowed, and the amount of the ciffercut items 
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making up the sum whico had to be deducted from 
the gross receipts. Ali goods were liable to be ex- 
ported, and to havea drawback. Tous, there wa 
always in reality less revenue collected than there 
appeared to be. 


But, although the Secretary bad calculated with 
Care the amount to be received from the operati 
of this bill, and though he conceded that ihe low 


est year had been taken fora basis, yet he the 
the House could no: aliogeiher rely on ihe caleu!a- 
tions which were submitted to it. The amount of 
imports iuto the country in 1840 was $107,000, 000; 
ana the average amount of the en preceding 
years, $141,000,000. Though there was ths large 
discrepancy between the two amounts, and itmigit 
Seem thal the imports wi equal to 
the standard of 1840, he still feared the bill could 
not be relied on to produce the necessary amount 
of revenue. The excessive importation waich had 
happened during a iew of the past seven years, 
was owing io various causes; such, for instance, 
as the great fire in New York, which ecnsumed so 
many goods that their places had to be supplied by 
fresh importations. During some of those years, 
prices were high and money abundant; and therefcre 
the value of the imporis was swelled considerably. 
At present, however, importation of goods was 
checked. Where was the man who did not wear 
his coat longer now than formerly, and who did 
nol economize in every way be could? Such would 
inevitably be the case until prosperity was fuily re- 
stored in the c.uniry. Yet it was thought that the 
receipts fromcustoms wold amount to $27,600,000 
per annum, ircm the operation of this bill. If any 
one would look at the receipts, and see how, du- 
ring past years, they had varied from thirteen to 
twenty-four millions, he must be satisfied that it 
Was impossibie to make an accurale calculation of 
the receipts according to any one year, but only by 
aseries of years. Assuming, however, that this 
bill would produce trom tweuty-five to twenty- 
seven millions, it was unnecessary to discuss it 


iid always be 


furiher, unless gentlemen could show that it mich! 
be amended so as to produce more. 

He thought it neediess to diseuss the question of 
prstection. As a measure of revenue only, did 
he desire the bill to be considered. Taough gen- 
tlemen might seek a reduction of some of the du 
lies imposed, on the ground that they afforded pro- 
fection (o cur manulac'ures; he yet thought it right 
to protect, when it could be done advantageously. 
He would not levislate for Eurcpe, but for the in- 
terests of his 
all the worl If all restraint upon trade was done 
away with here, as wel! 
could be sure of a con‘inuance of 
be decidedly moie advantageou 
to produce what it cou!d best, to sell produc. 
tions where it could get money, and to buy 
where goods were cheapest. This was a beautiful 
anc a correct theory, if we could have it in opera- 
tion. 

But it was said by the advocates cf free trade, 
thatthe duties on imports gave the prelerence to 
the manufactures of the East. This was not so. 
Suppose a high duty is placed on cotton-cloth, to 
protect the manufacturers, so as to prohibit its im- 
portation alti gether: tne conscquence would be, 


own country, which he preferred to 


as elsewhere, and we 
peece, il woald 


s for each country 


most 


that many men wouid enier inio the business. on 
account of the supposed profit. Comp tidon woul 
pr hee Pp « { } 5 

tnen become So great, ihat the piovection would 


ammount to nothing. ‘These duues, then, would not 

be for the benefit of the manutaciurers oniy, but 
1 ight 

of the whole nation. te could not now say when 

It Was proper to ene When not; yet he 

thought it unwise not to encourage necessary ar- 

ticles, and thereby make ourselves indepeaden: in 


case of war. There were many articles of hinge 


4 ra 


murage, anc 


and of food indispensable to the couniry, jor which 
we woud find it economical to pay ‘rather more 
now, in being able to cbtain them at hand when 
war Came upon us, and our ports were 
foreign iMp: rtatious, He rllastiated 
referring (0 the army and navy, apon which the 
nation expended so much in peace, that they might 
be ready for wer. 

There was another cave in which he thought 
we should give protection to our own productions— 
and a case, he regreited to say, which occurred but 


closed io 


the if ea, by 
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when our productions were ex- 
of other countries by 


agriculturisis, occu) ing 


too ofien. It was 
cluded from the markets 


legislation. Qu: 


’ 


ioreign 


a boundless territory, were willing to send out their 
productions to England, and to receive in return 
various articles which they wanted, and were 


But 


obliged to have. England—who supplird 
hem with cloth, and other manwlactures—rerused 
to receive the products of their labor, and com- 
pelled them to pay specie for what she furnished 
them. He thought the shield of cur Government 


should be in'erposed to proicet these interests, and 


mect restriction with restriction. He did not deny 
Great Britain the power to impose these restric- 
tions. Lt was a national, sovereign right, uuder 


arted 
acied 


which she This couatry, however, should, 
by countervailing jegislauon, create that market 
which ske refused to grant, 

He appealed to experience to show that all— 
even those who advocated a tariff solely for reve- 
pue—must dieriminate between different articles. 
On costly artic'es, fer instance—articles which 
were small in buik, and could be concealed, as 
watches—a small duty was always imposed, be- 
cause a high one admitted too great opportunity of 
fraud. England and France both admitted dia- 
monds duty tree. The same principle applied to 
jewelery and laces, which might be easily smug- 
eled in witheut paying duty. There was another 
rule, too, by which discriminations were made, 
and which he expected many of the anti-tariff? men 
here would follow. It was in reverence to articles 
prodeced in our own couniry, on which a bigh 
duty could not be levied with advaulage; because, 
if a nigh duty was placed on such, the consequence 
would be that the home production would supply 
the market, and the foreign be entirely prohibited. 
It was, indeed, a strange phenomenon which we 
now saw in England—a leader in Parliament com- 
ing forward and declaring that no duties should 
be imposed above 20 per cent. Considering the 
past history of England with respect, this circum- 
stance reminded him of the saying of Solomon, 
who, having passed through a Jong life of excesses, 
at the end of it declared that al/ was vanity, vanity. 
{Laughier.} He had cbserved the cautious re- 
serve of Sir Robert Peel in relation to the daty on 
sugar. He would explain the reason of this re- 
serve, aud show why it was that Sir Robert Peel, 
thougin proposing reductions on viher articles, said 
nothing about this:s—Eogland was tov cold to pro- 
duce sugar, There could be no competition at 
home; and, therefore, as it must be brought in, it 
might be taxed to any cxtent. This was why the 
Premier did not explain. From the English re- 
port, itappeared that £22 000 000 was collected 
in 1840. Ii was a remark- 
able fac’, that one-half of the sum was derived 
from three articles—tea, tobacco, and sugar. If 
the high duties on these articles could enable Eng- 
land io produce them, she would doit. But it was 
impossible. The tobacco of the gentleman from 
Virginia would not be taxed 1000 per cent. if ihe 
soil ef England could produce thatarticle. 


from daties on imperts 


In the present bill, he thought no daty was too 
high to defeat the object of providing a revenue 
aequate to wan's of the Government. If any 
goentieman could show that any article was taxed 
too high, he uld vote fora reduction in the duty. 


Mr ROOSEVELT inquired whether some ef 
: y proposed by the bill were not so 


ra f 3 
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hich as to dim nish, instead of increasing, the reve- 
bue of the country? 

Mr. FILLMORE sad it might be the ease, but 
he we not aware of it. He vveu'd not ego for 


sech a hich duty on foreign manufaecures as 
{ with «ur own, and thereby 


ould ficod the count 
break them down; but would advocaie the jowest 


istent with them prosperity. He called 
the att: ntion of the ecommitiec to the tact, that ihe 
revenue bill of 1832, as modified by the bill of 
1833. had not produced enough of revenue to 
carry on the Government. Ii wasa fart, that the 
revenue from duties eqrvailed the expenditures of 


the Goverament but one year. He would state 
the amount of receipts from customs, together 
with the amount of public cxperditares each year, 
from 1834 to 1840: 





| 














Receipts. 


In 1834, $16,000,000 
1&35, 19 000,000 








Expenditures. 


¢18.000,000 
17,000 000 


1836, 23,000,000 29,000 000 
1837, 11,600 000 31,000 000 
1838, 16 000,000 31,000 000 
1339, 23,000,000 25 000,000 
i840, 13 000,009 22,000,000 


Here was the resuit of the wise legislation by 
which our duties were reduced; showing that, du- 
ring seven years, our receipts from them were but 
$122.000,000; whilst the cost oi the Government du- 
ring that period was $176,000,000; making an av- 
erage excess of $7,000,000 per annum. From this, 
he concluded that the greatest difficulty would be 
encountered in arrangivg the duties so as to get the 
highest amount of revenue. 

In relation to protection, he would add, thata 
distinclion should be drawn between protection at 
first and afterwards. {[t was a voluntary act on the 
part of the Government to encourege manufactures 
at first—an act which might be determined on, or 
not, according to the pleasure of those having pos- 
session of the Goverament. But when protection 
came to be considered proper, and was afforded, the 
faith of the nation was pledged; and no blow should 
be struck at the manufacturers who commenced 
their enterprises calculating upon the continuance 
of protection from the Government. 

Another question was, as to the mode in which 
these duties should be levied. It was known to the 
House that there were two modes of imposing du- 
ties: one was on the value of the article, and the 
other was specific. Now, he was aware that 
there was a feeling in the community, since the 
adoption of the compromise act, in favor of ad 
valorem duties; and that many strong reasons 
might be given in their favor. But experience had 
shown that they had, at times, led to the most inju- 
rious resulis; and therefore, in the tariffs of every 
country in Europe, the duties were specific on 
a'most every ariicle. One of the reasons against 
ad valorem duties, and in favor of specific duties, 
was, that the former offered strong inducements to 
fraudulent invoices. Indeed, it had become an 
every-day practice to make out two invoices—one 
for the custom-house, and the other for the con- 
signee; and the consequence was, that not only 
was the revenue defrauded, but the fair trader was 
greatly isjured in his business. Under all the con- 
siderations applicable to the subject, he had come 
to the conclusion that specific duties were prefer- 
able. 

There was one other subject to which he wished 
to call the attention of the committee. The Sec- 
reiary of the Trea:ury had recommended that the 
duties should be collected in cash; and the commit- 
tee had come to the conclusion to adopt that sys- 
tem. Mr. F. then went cn to give the reasons 
why the cash system should be adopted; and, at 
the same time, showed the disadvantages of the 
credit system, which, he said, had involved us in 
debt and embarrassment. He was, however, in 
favor of a modified warchousing system, by which 
some indulgence would be extended to the im- 
porter. Mr. F. then explained the warehousing 
system of Great Britain, and showed the extent to 
whieh it might be judiciously carried in this coun- 
try, answering the objections that had been urged 
agaiust it. After a few more remarks on the sub- 
ject cf wool, the duty on which the committee pro- 
posed to put at 30 per cent., Mr. F. concluded bis 
remarks 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved, as an amendment 
to the sinendment of Mr. SatronsTatt, to strike 
out and inseri the bill included in the minority res 
port of the Comniuit'ee on Manutactures. 

Mr. EVERETT suggested that the reading of 
the amendment of the centleman from Georgia be 
dispensed with and that it be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD svagest-d that the amend- 
meat cf the gen jJeman trom Georgia be printed, 
and that, by general consent, the present bill be 
laid aside, for the purpose of acting on some 
smailer bills for the balance of the day. 

Mr. HABERSHAM said, that as he was en- 
titled to the floor on his amendment, he proposed 
to follow it up with some explanations and some 
remarks on the bill it was proposed to amend; but 
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his honorable friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
SaLTONSTALL,] who had cffered the first amend- 
ment, had not yet had an opportunity of being 
heard on it; and he would, therefore, if the bill was 
postponed, yield the floor to that gentleman, with 
the understanding that he should have ii when he 
had concluced. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped that, by general consent, 
the bill would be laid aside for to-day, and some 
other bill taken «ap. 

Mr. BLACK moved that the committee rise; 
which motion was negatived—aves 49, noes 75. 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the tariff 
bill was laid aside for to-day; and the commiitee 
took up the bi!l to revive and continue in toree the 
act authorizing the issuing of warrants tor military 
bounty lands due to the soldiers of the late war 
with Great Britain. 

Mr. GOGGIN moved to amend the bill, by 
adding a section appropriating 599,000 acres, for the 
purpose of satisfying outstanding Virginia military 
land warrants. 

Mr. BRIGGS objected that the amendment was 
out of order; and after a discus<ion, in which 
Messrs, GOGGIN and UNDERWOOD took part, 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
out of order. 

Mr. GOGGIN appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, and addressed the committee on his ap- 
peal; and, 

After a few words 
and BRIGUS, 

The decision of the Chair was 
judgment of the House. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

The commitiee next took up, on the motion of 
Mr. R. W. THOMPSON, the bill making appro- 
priations for the current and contingent expenses 
of the Indian Department. 

The bill was read d ty the Clerk. 

Mr. GWIN then said that this appeared to bea 
very imporiant bill; and he moved that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 

Mr. COOPER cf Pennsylvania made some ob- 
servations in support of the motion; 1n the course 
of which, he said a report o1 an important matter 
connected with the subject would be in the House 
to-morrow; and, wiihout it, the committee could 
not proceed satisfactorily. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON, having made a few ob- 
servations in explanation of the necessity of a 
speedy passage of tais bill— 

The committee rose, and reported to the House. 

The bill first acted upon in committee, and re- 
ported to the House, was then read a third time 
and passed. 

Mr. HABERSHAM moved the printing of ‘he 
amendment to the tariff bill which he submitted in 
Comwmittee of the Whole. The motion was 
agreed to 

The House thea adjourned. 


from Messrs. UNDERWOOD 


sustained as the 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, June 10, 1842. 
Mr. EVANS presented a memoria! from New- 
castle, Maine, remonstrating against the passage of 
the bill to alter and ex.end the Wiscasset coliec- 


tion district so as to include that place; which was 
ordered t lie on the table. 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented a me norial, nu- 


merously sigued by the workmen emp!cyed in the 
different manufactories in “lanayunk, Peunsylva- 
nia. The memoriaiisis represeat their situation as 
deplorable, and ask Conzress to pass a tanff bill, 
to raise adequaie revenue for the support cf Gov- 
ernment, and to give incidental protectioa to the 
manufacturers, and enab'e them to exist: referred 
to the Committee on Maai/actures. 

Mr. B. also presented a menicrial from citizens of 
Pennsylvavia, similar to cthers 
ed by him, complaining of the operations of ihe 
tariff act of 1833, and asking protection: referred 
to the Commitiece on Manufaciures. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial, which, he said, 
he supposed must have been lying in his drawer 
for some time, covered by other papers. It would 
now be presented out of time. The memorial 
was from Philadeipnia, stating the great import- 


heretofore present- 
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ance of fortuifying some position on on the Gulf of 


Mexico, to 
coast 


protect that section of the American 
‘7 he memorialists state that no time should 
puiting in the best possible state of de- 
fence thai portion of our fronuer 
the Guif of Mexico. Qt 
lier, no one portion sustains a deeper interest than 
that which emoraces the mouths of the Mississip- 
p', Alabama, and Chatahoochee rivers; and in the 
event of a misunderstanding with a foreign mari- 
time power, at n0 point would the enemy be so 
sure to rendezvous as at that; while he could at 
once shut up, er cut off,a vast portion of cur trade; 
and atthe same time dangerously threaten the sc- 
caitiy of our valuable citizens in the posse 
iseir domestic property, guarantied to them by the 
highest sanctions of ihe Consutaten, 

Mr. B. said the memorial was extremely well 

wn, and pla the necessity of forufying that 

coast of the Union in the strongest light. He 
moved to refer it to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 


Mr. PRESTON was glad to see that that portion 
of the Unicn was impressed with the importance 
of fortifying this ftontier. He was pleased at the 
inierest which seemed to be manifested by the me- 
morialists. He regretted that heretofore suflicient 
progress had not been made in works which were 
indispensable to give prutection to the vast interest 
invoived in that wealthy region of the Union. He 
remarked, however, that the proper department 
had, a year ago, ordered 2 military reconnoissance, 
to be executed with the utmost possible accuracy, 
by a competent and responsible officer, with a view 
to permanent works there, to effect the objects of 
the memorial. ‘To understand the extent of the de- 
fences demanded at or near the mouth of the Mis- 
Sissippi, to give protection to the coast, this military 
reconnoissance was deemed necessary. Whena re- 
port of it was laid before the country in an authen- 
tic form, he had no doubt an efficient system of for- 
tifications would be adopted. Mr. P. then dwelt at 
much length on the plan of defences, and gave his 
views es to where would be the proper point to 


be J@St 1D 
} 1 ao 
shich borders on 


1 
> 


+ } n° , tr , 
our Wroie jine ct fron. 


ssion of 


dra 


commence. He said that his plan would be, first, 
to push the works at the Dry Tortugas; and, when 


they were completed, to forward the works, with a!l 
expedition, which were essential to the fortification 
of the whole Gu'f of Mcxico. 

He then spoke of the designs of England, and her 
policy with reference to possessing herself of the 
is Rg of Cuba. He had heard the rumor of her 


signs on Cuba, and, afier making inquiries in 
proper quarters » and obtaining informauon from 
auihentic so res he was satisfied that there exist- 


ed no such design. 
with referenc? to ema: 
the West Indics, he 
ble tha 


session of Cuba. 


After reflectirg on her policy 


cipation of the nezroes in 
thought that if was lmproba- 
would ever aitempt ty take pos- 
It would be inimical to her in- 
terests, - destructive of her policy, to do so. 
Mr. P. again stated that the atiention of the proper 
d -partm: “ut was directed to the subj ct of fortifying 
th: Galf coast; that it manifested much interest and 
zea} upon the subject; and, he bad no doubt, so 
soon as the military reconnol cance was completed, 
that proper eff oris would be made to give mple 
protection and security to the vast interests in- 
volved in that seetion of the Union. 

Mr. HENDERSON d ffered with Mr. 


Sneland 


PRESTON 


as to ibe prope: point to commence works to give 
protectio n to the Mississippi country. He sail 
that that Senator’s views upon the subject had the 
tendency of those of the mere puoliticjan. It was 
alla Ficrida business. The Ber atoc fiom South 
Carolina had given the preference to St. Josep'’s 
for a naval depot » yet con waded hat the great na- 
val rendezvous should be at Key West. Now he 


(Mr. Henn iff-red entirely vpon that point 
You mght just as we'l establish a paval depot at 
Port:mouth, New Hamns)i 

to New Ye rk, e« to establish a y 
West to protect the commerce of the Mississippi 
valley. To give proper protection 

that the forifications -hon'd be nearer the 
of commerce; aud that the naval depot should be 
at Ship Island harbor, where the means of con- 
siraction for vessels could be had with greater fa- 
cility than at any other point. He said they must 


ERSON ) 


*, lo give protec on 


no 9! do t at , 
navai cepot at ney 


he maintained 


source 
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at last have the naval establishment near the point 
whence the commerce flows. 

Mr. PRESTON made some further remarks, 
showing the advantages of Key West (which, he 
Said, Was 61 ” 8 hours’? run by steamboat to Ha- 
vana,) aS ¢ inpal “d _ other points, but at last 
giving the se . Joseph's for a depot. 











‘erence to St 

Mr. KING remarked tat the chairman of Mili- 
tary Affairs expressed his great anxiety for the 
establishment of fortifications for the security of 
our shipping on the Gulf. That it was of the first 
impo “gm , every Senator who looked at that coast 
would be perfect y co ivineced, 

Mr. KX. said that the nature of the population 
there, the immense Commerce, an a; “real wealth of 
that ‘regi n, rendered it of the firstimportance that 
the attention of this pre agrianon should be called to 
the subject; and that such a naval station should be 

tablished there, as would da us to defend and 
protect our commerce, and to build and repair our 
vessels. Until it was done, and the Gulf was prop- 
erly defended, there would be no security tor the 
commerce of this immense region, or security for 
its population. 

The question is, (said Mr. K.,) where shall we be- 
gin these defences? We have no naval station 
there. When a vessel on the coast loses her 
mast, or is crippled in her bull, what is the conse- 
quence? She must be either destroyed or towed 
across the Atlantic, to Philadelphia er New York 
tobe repaired—and that, too, at the risk of the 
lives of all those engaged in sucha trip; for such a 
thing as the repair of a vessel cannot take place 
on the Gulf. He thought that a survey, with ref- 
erence to erecting proper fortifications, should pro- 
gress rapidly; 1 vt as to the triangular = sur- 
vey the ‘Senator from South Carolina talked of, 
he would ask whether the people of that country 
were to be amused for twenty or thirty years be- 
fore we can in practice toucha place where we 
may even commence to protect the Southern coun- 
try? -Su.ely this could be done without waiting 
for this triangular survey. All that we wanted at 
present was, that such a survey should take place 
as would enable achoice to be made jor a suitable 
= ation for fortifications. For ‘his purpose, it was 

nly nec — at present that a survey might be 
made by some competent officer, to enabie the Gov- 
ernment to fix on asile. He hoped, however, 
the time was not far distant when the Govern- 


ment won'd commence such a survey on the Gulf 
as had been commenced on the Eastern coast. 
As to a proper location ifor a naval depot, he 


was not prepared to fix upena place. Although 
he had received many communications in favor of 
St. Joseph’s, he confessed that his mind had not 
I ht tothe cone usion that it was the most 






been oro 


eligible site. Al he wanted. was, that when this 
matier, with the reports of the surveys, was 
referred to the Military Commuttee, that they 
would report in favor of such survey as was made 


by a competent officer, and wou!d secure the selec- 
tion of proper sites for the naval depot and fortifi- 
cations; and, when that was done, that they should 
lake speedy measures ty» carry tiem into opera- 
ticn by adequate appropriations. If this was not 
done speedily, we would be utterly defeaceless on 
the whole Guif coast, ani the property in the rich 
and laxurisat valley of the great Missistippi would 
be totally inseeure, in case of war with any for- 
rd vho are now luke- 
much cause to regret that 

sed with the sma portance 
ences, and more «peedy in their action 
to eonsumonate thatobjec!. Ele would go for such 
an expenditure of money as would give security to 
all the interests involved in the defences of that 
coast. 

Mr. BARROW said he was not in 
consuming the time of the S 
bot he felt it necessary to 


more—that they 


eign power; yentlemen 
warm micht then ba 
they were né 


ef fanif of 
OL uid G 








{ more 1™ mpr 


the habit of 
enate unnecessarily; 
1,and no 
lulled to 
idid schemes in the fu- 
; of the Southern coast and 
He would call the attention of 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs [Mr. Preston] to the appropriation bills from 
the House fortie army and navy. He(Mr. B.) 
had examined those bills, the provisions of which 


say this muel 

had been long enough 
eep, a d deluded by so! 

ture for the defence 


Gulf of Mexico 
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were of much 

resoluiions tho 

President of the 
of enginee! 
to select sites tor fortiiications. 
finish the fortificaiions and d 
menced, Neither in the army 
tion bills, have the committe 


House mad 


more impor’ance io Lin, 


i 


than any 
to instruct the 
United States to appoint a board 
io survey the coast, ora board of Cflicer 
Let us (said he) 
fences already com- 

r Davy appropria- 
> decided upon, or the 


ougnt lo nave 


might be passe 


e, such appropriations as 


been made ioc the completion of those defences 
already commenced; and he calied the attention of 
every Southern Senator 1 ie fact, and invoked 
them ‘to co-operate with him mekirg such 
amendments to them, as he wil! propose for the 


completion of the fortifications for the protection 
of Louisiana. No appropriation for the 
and protection of Louisiana i 


tification | 


defence 
made in the fore 

[t was idie to talk of ana 
gas or Key We for the 
while the 


vstem of 
completed. 


val depot at the Tor'u- 
fence cf the South, 
cugimence{ are not 
At aVy-yaru was Comune need at Pen- 
sacola sevenicen years ago; and, at this day, it was 
no more anavy-yard, for practical purposes, than 
the yard or green which surrounded the Capitol. 
He desired that the chairman of these two commit- 
tees (the miliiary and naval) would step forward 
now, when the bills were before the Senate, and 
give an earnest of their desire to protect the South 
and the Guif of Mexico. But these splendid 
schemes, which are to take place hereafier, to pro- 
tect the commerce cf the Gulf of Mexico and im- 
mense wealth of the great Mississippi valley, was 
Aa matter in which he felt little interest; but he felt 


.efenc 


Breat interest that the fortifications commenced 
should be compteied; and that the navy-yard at 
Pensacola should be comricted; unt! that was 


done, the Galf was perfectly defenceless; and, until 
that yard was putin a position for the repair and 
the building of vesseis, the wavle South was per- 
fectly at the mercy of the East in these particulars. 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit 
tee on Military Affairs. 

ir, CHOATE presented a memorial from the 
cities of New York and Brooklyn, N. Y., remon- 
sirating against the reduction wade in the House 
of Representatives in the appropriations to the 
navy, and praying that liberal! appropriations may 
be made to sustain that branch of the public ser- 
ordered to tie on the table, bill 
to which it refers now lies. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented two memorials 
from New York, praying the 
establishing a national 
on the tadie. 

Mr. T. aiso presented a memorial from citizens 
of Albany, reinoustrating against anv reduction 
of the duty on gold aad silver ware imported 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to which had been referred 
ihe claim of Joseph Kreps io a lot of laud, report- 
eda bill for the reef of his legal representatives; 
Which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CONRAD, nmitiee on Private 
Land Ciaims, made an adverse r¢ 


port on the claim 
of Joseph Roby; which was read, and erdered to 
be printed. 
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entitied “An acit 


Vice: 


where the 


passage of a law 


roheaqners » 
exchequer: ordered to le 
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Committes on 
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House bill 


connect the } of Stonington, 


My iC, Aan Pay catucik into a collection distric — 
reporied the same back with several amendments; 
which were read, and ordered to be printed 

Ivir. MERRICK asked the Senate io take up the 


bill to provide for the permanent employment, in 


the Post Office Department, of certain elerks 
tofere, for several years, temporarily emiployed in 
denartment 


iMr. M 


heres 


luat 


¢ } nypy 
moved ‘o postpone the previous orders, 


for the purpose of taking up the above bill. 
The qi h was pat onthe motuon, It was 


aS et ’ 
agreed te; auc u 


tee OL tne Wii 


| ws lL t « nr ‘ ‘ 
> bill was lakea Up as in commil- 


at 
} 


into the civil and Ciplomaie bill, iat mo pari of 


*9 
the appropriations sncudt 


r ; ropmlew , . “on ’ 
li MERRICK lap mSion Was inirouuce 


applied to tre pay- 
ment of any officers not provided for under existing 
or permanent Jaw. Zhese clerks bad been em- 
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ployed for several years” in jnat department; yet 
they were not considered permanent clerks, inas- 
much as they were oniy authorized by the annual 
apprepriation provision was made 


auf L1elr pay. 


. re 
» IM whica 


Mr. M. then proposed an amendment to the 
bill, appropriating $10,600 to pay temporary 
clerks now emp'oyed in the office of the Auditor for 
the Post Office Department. ile said these clerks 


were similarly situated. They had not received a 
stiver of pay since the first of January last, and 
could not receive pay tli this bill was passed. 

Mr. SEVIER remarks as to the 
great number of c wao were employed ir 


ihis cepariment—more, he believed, than weie ne- 


made 


corne 
SOM 


erKks 


cessary. 
Mr. WRIGHT referred to 


some of 


a law under whien 
these clerks were appointed, showing that 
il was Not by it that they should become 
permanent clerks, being allowed to the department 
merely to meet a certain contingency. Le also 
maintained that, if they were to become permanent 
clerks, seme of their | be reduced. 





intenac | 


salaries should 
He believed, on a comparison of their duties, and 
the reqni-i'e qualifications to perform those duties, 
with the duties and qualifications of those in other 
offices, their salaries were higher than was allowed 
in other offices, 

Mr. MOREHEAD was satisfied thai, if there 
was any necessity for additional clerks in any_ of 
ihe departments here, it was in the Post Office De- 
partment. Tae labors of that department were 
increased more than any other, by the extension of 
mail contracts and mail facilities. Mr. M. then 
alluded to the expecied retrenchmert. 

Mr. SEVIER was sorry to hear the chairman of 
the retrenchment and reform commiitee [Mr. 
MorEREAD] speak so desponding|ly ef the refurma- 
tion of which there had been so much talk, and so 
many promises made, and which the country tad 
a right to expect iroim the reformation committee. 
The cry of reticnchment and economy had been 
in full blast ever since the late contest; but he be- 
lieved very litte would be effected, to judge of the 
remarks of the chairman, who now says little can 
be dove without the co-operation of the Executive. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said there was just cause 
to believe that retrenchment was necessary in ali 
the depariments—that there were caves for investi- 
gation in all of them. That movement, (the ap- 
peintment of the retrenching committee,) he would 


say, arose from no disposition to ead in party con- 


siderations; but it was ius‘ituted to enter, tn ail 
possible good faith, into inves!igation for the pur- 
pose of effecting reform and retrenchment. 


Afiera few more remarks by Messrs. MORE- 
HEAD and SEVIER, relative to 
trenchment 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
agreed to; and the bill was reported to the Senate. 
The amendment of the commitiee was then con- 
curred in, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

THE APPORTIONMENT BILL. 

The special order of the day brovght up the ap- 
porionmen! bill, engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. TALLMADGE moved a reconsieration of 
the vote orderivg th 


~ 
reading. 


ihe promised re- 


’ 


e bill to be engrossed for a third 





Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays oa 
the question of reccnsideration; which were or- 

red 

Mr. KING wi-hed to be informed what object 
Was to be ailained by the motion, as he desired to 
vote nnderstandiug!y Ta vie had been a 
lone im rOlvy if tne econ tion of the bill 


> 
oper shape; and 





wilia view of bringing tt into 


now, alier having iabcred at it tor weeks, and 


hammered itinto its present form, shy should it 
be thrown again into co 
cov'd not be 


mitiee 10 Consime--1: 
kxown how much time. He wanted 


fo ney some good reasen “ven whv the Senate 
houid thus reirace is steps 
Mr. TALLWADGE cbserved that be had 
moved an adjournment | day evening, lo give 
the Seuatorgs on the other side an opportunity of 
considering the scbject. For himself, he had 


oniy to say that there were some amend 
ihe bil! which he did he 


rents of 


approve, and ae would 


| 





be glad to have an opportunity of reconsidering 
them. It would not be necessary to consume time 
now, by further explanation; but should this motion 
prevail, he would state his objections to the bill in 
its present form. 

The yeas and rays were then taken, and the 

vole was resunsidered—yeas 26, nays 18, as fol- 
lows: 
« EAS—Messrs. Archer, Garrow, vVates, Bayard, Choate 
aytou, Conrad, Crafts, Evans, Graliau, Nenderson, Hunting: 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pheips, Porter, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith of na, Sprague, Tallmadge, 
White, and Woodbridge—-26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Berric.., Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Kiog, Linn. McRoberts, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
“urgeou, Walker. Wilcox, Williains, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—i? 

Mr. WHITE then move. to reconsider the vote 
by which the following amendment was concarred 
in, Viz: 

* Provided, That each district shall contain, as near as may 
t inhabitants to be represented.” 


C 





be. an equal number « 


Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. BENTON was surprised at this motion. 
He was surprised to see a clause, equitable in it- 
self, and adopted by a vote almost general in the 
Senate, attempted to be stricken out—and that, 
without a particle of reason being given for it. The 
amendment requiring the districts io contain, as 
near as may be, the same amount of population, 
was so natural in itself, that the omission of itseem- 
ed to he an accident; and the vote of three to one, 
given in favor cf adopting it, seemed to show that 
such was the sease of the Senate. Now itis pro- 
posed to reconsider that vote, and to reverse it, and 
to leave the districts to be as unequa! as the Legis- 
latures please in point of numbers. By this means, 
minorities might control the elections, by giving 
one member to a large district of one political caste, 
and small ones to members of adifferentcaste. No 
reason is given for this motion. He (Mr. B.) held 
himself to bea reasonable being, and wished rea- 
sons for thus reversing what was done yesterday. 
The States, also, were reasonable, and would wish 
reasons for thus treating thom. The States have 
not yet dwindied into nothing, as General Hamil- 
ton supposed they would, if the General Govern- 
ment maintained itself; they are not yetto betreat- 


‘ed as senseless machines, or aS the vassals of an 


imperious master. 
tas pro vatione. 

[Mr. Bucuanan. Strat voluntas.] 

Mr. Benton. Stet, also: it is the imperative, 
and may be used as well as the indicative. This 
imperious language is not yet to be used by Con- 
gress to the States. They are not yet to be told 
that the will of Congress stands, or may stand, for 
a reason: the order is sufficient. The States will 
want reasons, and have a right to them. They 
will have a rizht to know why aelause, so just and 
proper in itself, and adopted by so large a vote yes- 
terday, is to be reversed to-day. 

Mr. B. called the atiention of the Senate to the 
delays which had occurred in passing this bill. It 
should have been passed last winter, while the 
State Legislatures were in session; the majority of 
the two Houses were responsible for not having so 
parsed it. The minority constantly called for the 
passage of this bill—the Senators from Ohio 
especially—and tha!, in obedience to instructions 
from their States. ‘They called for it, and the 
minority have done all in their power to bring it 
forward, and accelerate its passage; and now, 
when at last the bill has got to its last stage— 
now, atthe end of six months—on this tenth day 
of Juse—here is a molion to reconsider, and re- 
open the contes'ed section, aad set the whole debate 
atl atagain. The States were badly treated; they 
are pat (o enormous expense and inconvenience in 
holding extra sessions 10 comply with the law of 
Congress; some are now actually siiting and waiting 
for this law. Pennsylvania and New Hampshire 
were in that condition; others had adjourned, ma- 
king contingent provision for the eleciion; and now, 
the bill is to be still farther delayed, and the con- 
lingent provisions rendered nugatory by the adop- 
tion of unexpected and unprecedented enactments, 

Mr. B. said the man‘ate to district the 


Sic jubeo, sic volo, stet volun- 


States would be a vast exper.se and inconvenience 
to the States which may undertake to comply with 








